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Flash!

In case you haven’'t heard, The Rough Riders have
web site, thanks to your president, Rick Storms!
Check it out at

abingdonroughriders.org
You will find lots of good things, including photos from

recent events (the Conclave).
More inside

Annual Meeting coming in January. Stay tuned for éte &
place - on our web site of course!
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Coming Events online rather than in your desk (or in the round file) —

or you can print it out on you own printer.

Saturday, November 8 — A potluck and rally | am going to ask folks to receive it this way if yoe ar

around Mt. Diablo able. This reduction in cost will mean no dues
increases, and we can use the saved money for parties

(Note the date change) and such! Please contact me by phone or email if we
can include you on the cyber list. Check out the ARR

This will be put on by the Sapersteins see front newsletters currently online and you will see the

page difference! This newsletter should be there by time ti

O
Sunday December 14 — Holiday Partyn you get the snail mail

Martinez at Dick & Carolyn Duncan’s —Date set
More next month

Cheers to Mr. Storms!!!

January Meeting — date to be decided —
venue possibly the Ware home September Tour Results

You can see the photographic evidence on our web
site of the frolic among the grapes.

We started out at the Taylors in Healdsburg for a little
breakfast and a look at their"i8entury place and
early 20" century cars & track.

IR N We headed out on some of the great roads around
? ; - Healdsburg, stopping at a couple of wineries.

ind find out how much fun oy

0 Bay area but ha ntry. To learn more about the

A
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Check out the web site. Everything you ever wanted
to know about our club, and more, will be there. Rick
Storms put in great effort and came up with a terrific
site. There are links to a history of the club, ¢ésen
classified, etc. Last but not least, the newsletilbr

be on line in a PDF format each month and will remai
there for reference. This means you can get the

newsletter Online, colored piCtureS and all. You don't Conending Wlh a Charity |ke event that saw

need to wait for the mails and the club will save ~ thousands, it seems bikers on our narrow roads — all
postage and printing costs. | receive the TC Motoring going the other way!

Guild newsletter this way. It's very easy to readrenl
— you can vary the size to suit and you can keep it




We ended with a Pizza lunch at the Glenns “Garage
Mahal” in Santa Rosa.

Full photos on the web site.

Conclave 2008

The 52° Annual meeting with our brethren in the TC
Motoring Guild featured several kinds of weather,
good food and not-so-good food, tall stories, new
attendees, etc

The weekend started with a prediction of foul weather
and bad conditions, but we got to Oakhurst without
getting wet, in cool overcast weather. Imbibed @bit
wine then ate at a well organized BBQ joint, a walk
away from the hotel. That night as predicted rain fell
By morning it was not bad with some sprinkles, but
cold. After much indecision on the part of senior
executives, we set off for the park. Some folks in
modern vehicles went into the valley, others went to
Wawona, then Mariposa Grove for a walk around.

| did say it was cold right? Your editor set off without
enough garments and particularly noticed it! But not
enough to put the top up.

: e e i e
Norman Tuck looking wet and tiny next to “Old Grizzly”

After another round of wine & nibblies at the Chalmer
capacious room, we headed for dinner at the hotel.
The restaurant had only been open for about six
months, but that should be enough to get things
sorted. A couple of people were asked for an honest
opinion and they got it!

| guess it helped to have had a few glasses of wine
beforehand.

Next morning was a “herd the cats” event that actually
worked. We were all lined up by 9:30, many pictures
taken, much hugging, then off we went.

Oh, by the way, the weather was great all the way
home. This was the first time | had seen a perfectly
correct forecast.

We had new folks at the conclave, folks not at one for
years, and lots of regulars

ARR - Chalmers, Swackhamers, Storms, Pohles,
Tantaus, Matlocks, Sanders, Moores, Traill



TCMG - Wilmers, Simons, Simmons, Appells, Roths,
Olsons, Dave Coleman

New to a Conclave were:

Brenda and Norman Tuck from SF
Terry & Terri Horlick from Grass Valley
Dave Reid & Terry Schuller from Camarillo

And from Coarsegold, Barney & Mary Jackson, who
put on our 2% annual in Murphys lo, these many years
ago.

More pictures on the web site — lots more!

Good and not good news

First the good — Travis Ball has a new lease on life
with a new kidney and liver! He is still recovering but
happy to have them. Address is 978 Columbus St.
Half Moon Bay CA 94019

Bad - Our old friend Frank Borgardt is now in an
Altsheimers home. I'm sure Carol would appreciate
hearing from friends. 2858 Siena Rd Livermore 94550

Adventures in Willows

As you all know, our old friend Dwane Carlson passed
away last year. | have been helping Barbara and son
Keith find homes for the two TCs he was restoring.

Bob Moore had expressed interest in one and | emailed
Martin Hveem, Barry Briskman and Lawrie Alexander
about the other. All three as you may know are MG
restorers. All three expressed an interest, butst wa
Barry who eventually acquired the second.

Both cars were perhaps 70% completed — chassis,
running gear done, wood done. Parts, parts, parts —
Dwane bought or rechromed everything, new leather,
canvas, wiring, etc.

Terry and | assisted Bob in getting his car back to
Vacaville and we also assisted Barry, who came down
from Seattle with his behemoth Ford diesel Excursion
and trailer. He has taken the car to Seattle to
complete it there.

We pretty much have everything sorted now, but there
is stillan MGB GT in Willows looking for a home. It
was Keith’s car and is in need of clean up and
assembly. The engine, trans and overdrive are rebuilt
and need to be dropped in, but the chassis and interior
need to be sorted out. | will have this in the
“Classifieds” on the we site soon.

Dwane also had lots of redundant parts, which | will
sell on Ebay for Barbara, but not before they show up
on out web site.

Lots of MG magazines too. | will bring them to the
annual meeting for folks to take home.



Installation of TC Seats, and

Associated Hardware

Sliding Rails,

One of the standard questions when a TC is been
restored is, “Where do | drill the holes to secure the
seats? There have been a number of writings and
numbers thrown around on seat placement. However,
through the years new seats, new holes, new
floorboards, aftermarket seat rails, and rebuild tubs
have all changed dimensions whether 1/8” or a %"
from the factory equipment. You need to fit the seat
for your car only with your new or replacement parts.
The following explains seat originality and details a
successful “refit” of the seats of TC7670 EXU.

Seats: The seat bases were made of ash wood with anbe resurrected to like new condition.

early and late style. The early had round holes in the
base and the later had elongated slots to let thessr pa
through upon compression. When finished these
opening should be covered with a course fabric from
within the seat and the wood edges of the holes and
wood bottoms should be painted flat black to give it a
finished look. Also an upholstery tape will cover the
finished edge of material to wood. The original seat
cushion said “DUNLOPILLO LATEX FOAM
CUSHIONING, MADE IN ENGLAND, P36A/B”.
(The A or B indicated which side/part # for the
pillow). The cushion had square open chambers in the
bottom of the dense spongy latex bottom.
(Remarkably, the original cushions from TC7670 were
in such good shape that they were reinstalled during its
restoration as part of the effort to make it as oaigin
as possible as it came from the factory, so thelkéavi

a time capsule for the next restoration.) The seat
backs have a plywood backboard with a set of springs
fastened to it. The original coil springs were anctiore
to a frame made of up very heavy steel wire about 1/8”
diameter. After market seat back spring sets went to a
framework consisting of strapped steel providing a
stronger base. The seat back also had holes toeeleas
air and should have the wood edges painted the same
as the seat bottoms. Original seat back upholstery was
finished using black cut nails (tacks) on the back of the
seat. One distinct feature of the TC is the ribbed
upholstery on both the bottoms and the back. There
are 2 different methods of forming this pleat. Thd firs
is to take batting in between 2 layers of material and
stitch together. The second is to stitch the 2 layers

together and then but a strip of batting and then repea
the process for each pleat. The original process usec
the latter method which gives a “puffy” type look to
the seat and a more pleasing dimension to the eye
This may be a consideration for your restoration and
selection of your vendorCaution: Do not install any
hardware on the back of the seat back until the seat
bases are sited and placed.

Seat rails: Original seat rails can be identifiedHzy 3
screw holes in the floor mount tab. Some aftermarket
rails only have 2 holes to secure the rails to the
floorboards. The rails were cad plated (satin silver
color) with the exception of the adjustment handle
which was polished chrome. Even rusted seat rail can
Simply send the
base rails and the non-chromed rail to the cad plater
with all your nuts and bolts to get freshened for your
restoration. Then send the rail with the adjustment
handle to the chromer and tell him to polish the handle
only. The seat rails are fastened to the bottotmef
seat by 12 slotted flat head screws screwed into T nuts
in the seat bottoms. If you don’'t have the original
screws then you can use 10-24 screws from the local
hardware. = Some replacement seats have 10-3Z
threaded T nuts so select your screws accordingly.
Unfortunately, the modern screw heads may be a little
too large but you can trim the heads down on the
grinder to a diameter to fit the rail itself. When
instaling the seat rails keep in mind that the
adjustment handle goes to the outside of the car for
each seat. After the rails are fastened to thebotf

the seat then slide the seat hinge rails into pladden
seat bottoms.

Seat Installation: Where do | anchor the seat tails
the floorboards? There is no exact answer but fkere
a solution.
Adjust the seat in a notch that will let you
move forward a couple of notches after
installed. (This will allow your 16 year old son
to drive the TC on his first date or to the
prom.)
Place the seat bottom with rail attached in the
car. Position and adjust the seat to parallel the
tunnel. Then move it as close to the tunnel as
possible which will allow only enough space



for the thickness of the carpet over the tunnel.
This would be about % - 3/8” spacing

Next move the seat towards the rear of the car
while holding the seat back hinge parallel to the
deck lid riser. Stop when the seat back hinge
approaches the starting handle clips with 4" to
spare. If you are tall, and need extra leg room
then you may consider removing the starting
handle clips and repeat this step with a %"
clearance to the riser only.

Check the clearance between the seat and the
outside of the car. You should have about 1
Y4" spacing and the outside of the seat should
parallel the outside of the car.

When satisfied with the clearances for these 3
sides, site and drill your holes for the rails to
the floorboard and repeat the process for the
other seat. Original fasteners where #8 x 2"
slotted countersunk wood screws but through

the years many of these have been replaced by ¥

other fasteners because the WS have pulled out
of the floorboards. A suitable alternative is
using #10 machine screws with a T nut under
the floorboard.

Once the seat rails and bottoms are secure then
it is time to fasten the hinge sleeves to the back
of the seat. Some words of caution:
Sometimes the seat hinges are not
symmetrically installed per set. Therefore
measure the center of the hinge sleeve from the
center of the tunnel and then site the same
measurement on the back of the seat from the
center of the back seat tunnel scallop. Install
the bottom of the sleeve tangent to the bottom
of the seat back. (This assumes that the tunnel
was installed at the longitudinal center of the
car, which you should also check). Use a #6 x
¥" slotted round head wood screw for the
sleeves except for the bottom 2 screws and
then use a shorter 3/8” long screw due to the
reduced thickness

Next site the seat back adjustment brackets by
first holding them in place with the wing nut to
the wheel arch bracket. Make sure the
washer/spacer is installed between the 2
brackets. Now let the seat rest against the
brackets to determine the correct placement of
screws into the seat back. Use tape to outline

the perimeter of the bracket instead of marking
up your new upholstery. When satisfied,
position the tonneau bar with its top tangent to
the top of the upholstery on the seat back. The
bottom screw holes of the tonneau bar should
be no higher than level with the top holes of
the adjustment bracket or within ¥2". Fasten
brackets and tonneau bar to the seat back using
#8 x 1" slotted oval head wood screws.

Finally, slide the seat back hinge sleeves onto
the seat hinges and check the final fit.

There may be other techniques or tips or suggestions
which are always welcome. Please provide comment
to Doug@FromTheFrameUp.com

Doug Pelton
602-690-4927
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People & Products: MG isn't coming to
North America

Saturday, September 06, 2008

The Oregonian

MG's plan to return to North America with a
revamped version of the TF roadster is dead --
or at least on hold, Automotive News reports.

"The U.S.A. isn't on the short-term radar as an
anticipated market for us, but with the right
product, it would be good to return there," Gary
Hagen, marketing director of NAC MG, told a
reporter for the British Web site Austin Rover
Online.

Hagen also confirmed that plans to build MGs in
Oklahoma from kits shipped from China have
been killed.

Not long after China's Nanjing Automobile Group
Corp. bought most of the remains of MG Rover
in 2005, Nanjing told of plans to set up a
research center and factory in Oklahoma. Then
Nanjing was taken over by Shanghai Automotive
Industry Corp. "The deal fell through,” Hagen
said of the Oklahoma plan.

In August, production of MG TFs started in
England. The cars will be sold in Great Britain.
MGs were last sold in the U.S. in 1980.

Herewith another installment of the saga of
Lynne and Bob Douglas’s trip from the tip

of South America to Prudhoe Bay Alaska —
this one takes them to our GoF in Monterey

We drove the long way around this western edge of
the Colorado plateau further north through Escalante
canyons, Capital Reef national park and through
spectacular red sandstone formations, often with
panoramic views. We needed to head west towards
Yosemite national park in California; we chose to @riv
through the Great Basin, a vast, flat, featureless high

altitude desert with the occasional salt lake. Bonleevil
Flats lies to the north of the Great Basin alondpwit
Salt Lake city.

At the western edge of this basin we drove an
undulating highway through the Snake Range and onto
the Loneliest Road, a pretty accurate description of
dust dry nothingness. We avoided the Extraterrestrial
highway, a stretch of road with an amazingly high
count of UFO sightings. We did not want to be

beamed up at this stage of the game. Instead we drove
the Big Smoky valley to Tonopah, a real dusty mining
town in the middle of nowhere. This hot, dry, sparsely
populated and sparsely vegetated country seems to go
on forever. Even when you get into California, it
continues westwards, basically all the way to the
Pacific ocean. It was beginning to dawn on us just how
much of the western USA is hot, dry high country.

There are two geological and geographic aberrations
in eastern high country California, and both
surprisingly close together — Yosemite National park
and Death Valley. To access the latter you have to
loose a lot of height to arrive at below sea level a
know how to cope with even more heat. We spoke to
a biker some time later and he had ridden into Death
Valley and he said it was 125F. At the time we made
the executive decision to give it a miss. We can also
vividly remember Harry and Diedre Pyle’s description
of the heat when they drove their TC through
California.

Yosemite National park is roughly circular in shape
and consists of a granite rock mass eroded by glaciers
and rivers to form wide valleys with vertical granite

cliff faces. It's a mecca for rock climbers, walkers,
winter sports fan and anyone vaguely interested in the
great outdoors. It is a very popular tourist destination
and an easy drive for coastal Californians, so it gets
busy. Some critics describe it as commercialised,
which we do not think it is. It's like every other
American national park for facilities, the differense
that a lot of people use those facilities, so is #hbad
thing? It is astonishingly beautiful. Anyone who drives
past this needs their head examining. We entered



Yosemite via June Lake and Tioga Pass, a wonderful
MG driving road.

The only problem we found was the expensive
accommodation in the park, which we can't run to, or
the camp sites which do not have showers. We opted
for a two night camp in the park at Crane Flat, a
campsite set in tall pines for shade, each spot wgith it
own bear box. This is not something you store teddy
bears in; it's a bear-proof metal food storage bok wit
a locking system guaranteed to outsmart any grizzly.
The trash dumpsters were also bear-proof. There are
black and brown bears in the park, we know because
we saw one and have photographic evidence. It was a
juvenile so still a bit daft and getting worryingly
habituated to humans, which means it would quickly
loose any fear of humans. There is a stuffed bear in
one of the provisions shops in Yosemite village and
judging by the size of it, why would it have any fear of
humans in the first place?

Getting to sleep isn’'t that much of a problem when
you know bears are on the prowl, there were plenty of
other humans for them to eat besides us. Bears need
around 20,000 calories a day and they are omnivorous
— they eat berries, shoots, roots, acorns, deerl, smal
mammals and human junk food, which gives them the
biggest calorie intake for the effort involved. They ca
smell food from two miles away, so they know there is
food there in the bear boxes. Do they have monthly
campfire brainstorming sessions where they think
outside the box as to how to get inside the box?

We decided to do a good walk while we were here;
Yosemite Falls Trail looked good — a 1700 feet ascent
on a steep, dusty, rocky track in full sun during the
morning. It was a slog. We spent the morning criss-
crossing a couple of army guys, one of whom was
really struggling. He said to us "feel great about
yourselves, I'm 21 and in the army and you're beating
me". His buddy confided that he had been on the beer
the night before and he wasn't feeling too great that
morning. By the afternoon he had fully recovered and
both were in "hupp two three four" mode.

People were huffing and puffing to the top, including
us, but boy what a view. You pop out right over the
Falls, and you can carry on traversing a steep granite
ledge to get to the very, very top where the water
flows into a series of pools before falling 1700 feet to
the valley floor. You can see Half Dome quite clearly
along with other granite peaks. Downhill was testing
on unstable granite rocks and dust. We learned later
that day that a couple of climbers had broken the
record for climbing the shear face of El Capitan.
Yosemite is that sort of place.

It was a quick dash across California towards Paso
Robles and the Pacific coast, but we were a bit bored
by the fast, smooth, sedate sort of highway and
freeway driving of the USA. In search of a bit of
excitement, we took off cross country on a few minor
roads and found rolling farmland and a twisting,
narrow up and down country road that got the steering
wheel working and our brains working again. It would
be a great MG rally route.

We popped out on the coast at Moro Bay and headed
north for Hearst Castle to pick up some decorating
ideas. We joined the"July holiday makers on a tour

of the Italianate castle and surrounding guest cottages
built by the rich and famous to entertain other rict a
famous. The coast was a lot cooler with a significant
sea fret obscuring much of the wide sweep of beach
and clapboard beach properties. Inland at Hearst castle
it was hotter, but the distant air was murky from fores
fires we knew were burning. We found the Pacific
Coast highway blocked to traffic as soon as we turned
north out of Hearst Castle. The fires at Big Sur were
out of control and had jumped roads; huge tracts of
land were already destroyed and multiple fires were
now burning.

We found ourselves backtracking to where we had
started the day and headed north via King City
towards the Monterey Peninsular. California is just as
dry and dusty as much of the other states we have
traversed, and as dry as much of Mexico. The adage
"just apply water" is particularly relevant here and
proof positive that it works. Where water has been



added becomes one vast market garden. California
produces incalculable amounts of fruit and vegetables;
we have never seen so many lettuce growing anywhere
ever. This is not agriculture, it is high tech industry.

We arrived early for the GOF in Monterey so we could
park the TC where entrants would register, as
requested. We had also prepared a large map showing
our route on the trip so far and draped it across the
bonnet. | don'’t think it matters if you are attending a
tiddlywinks convention, if you collect early box

Brownie cameras or have a passion for MGs, if you
get a group of like minded people together in one
place for several days, you have a great time,
guaranteed. Cars seem to attract the amusing, the
wacky, the eccentric, the interesting, the extraorgina
sort of person who is definitely not run-of-the-mill.

MGs were built for the common man, they were meant
to be affordable, attainable, driveable, and thely stil
hold that non-elitist status in the classic car scene

While on our trip, the TC sparked different reactions in
various countries. The Chileans and Argentineans just
wanted to photograph it, the Brazilians wanted to
overtake it, Uruguayans were indifferent to it,
Peruvians wanted to pull bits off it, the Ecuadorians
wanted to kick it, Central Americans wanted to know
what it was worth. North Americans wanted to know
whether it was a Morgan, or a replica. We had five
days where no-one asked the Morgan/replica question,
which was bliss. We had also been starved of MG
company for too long, with the exception of Jose in
Ecuador, and Doug Pelton and Mike Campbell in the
USA, so we had the chance to wallow in all things
MG. We met up with old friends and made so many
new friends, which is what MG meets are about.

Most MG gatherings the world over revolve around
activities of some kind, usually with a social run with
some sort of quiz/conundrum to solve. We have
developed our own theory of surviving a quiz/social
run. Rule One - if a question seems too easy, it's
because it is. Rule Two — you need to get inside the
head of the person setting the questions. This is
possible only by the next but last question. Rule Three

— by the end of a run you WILL want to murder the
person who set the questions so keep firearms and
sharp or blunt instruments out of reach. Rule Four —
just enjoy the scenery. Rule Five — never volunteer to
organise a run/quiz.

The Funkhana was just that, a lot of fun that involved
doing unspeakable things to vegetables and proving
that your arthritis was worse than you thought. The
concours was a chance to see a whole load of T Types
in all their glory. Doug Pelton’s brand new restoration
rightly won the TC element of the concours.

The presentation dinner left us holding quite a few
trophies. Needless to say we won the long distance
award. Something happened that completely blew us
both away — as we walked up to collect our trophy, we
got a standing ovation from the other entrants. We
were both choking back tears and just couldn’t believe
the appreciation that people were showing us for
having come to the GOF and for the journey we had
successfully undertaken. We have attended many
international MG events over the decades, but this one
was special. | think it was only at this point that we
understood the magnitude of what we and the TC had
done — gone on a journey that most MG owners dream
of doing. It was also at this point that we publicly
spoke of where we were headed next, to Prudhoe Bay
in Alaska. This had always been our ultimate goal and
it was timely to air our ambition here in Monterey.

We left the GOF with one direction in mind — North to
Alaska.

© Lynne
Douglas
2008
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member Dan Shockey in the hinterlands









