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Sunday, April 19 
Mt Hamilton Tour 

The Swacks are going to take us to see the world from atop Mt. Hamilton, where, 
oddly enough, there is an observatory for out-of-this-world peeping.  Check the 

web site at http://mthamilton.ucolick.org/ - Details: 
 

April 19, 2009 at 9:30 AM 
Meet at  Starbucks, 3950 Mowry Ave. in Fremont. It is in the Fremont Plaza, intersection of Fremont 

Blvd and Mowry. Do NOT go to the Starbucks at 5034 Mowry, between Blacow and Farwell! 
Our tour will be approximately 90 miles long with n o chance for gas the last 70 miles. Come with a 

Full tank of gas. 
Lunch will be at the Junction, a greasy spoon motor cycle hangout (really it is not that bad). If you 
decide to bring your own lunch please be prepared t o buy a beverage or something. You'll want to 

use their picnic benches and or restroom. 
 

We are again being joined by the MG Owners Club on this run 
 

Pacific Coast Dream Machines – Sunday, April 26 10A M to 4PM 
I have added the flyer again this month.  The key is – get there early, leave early.  It opens at 

10AM this year – get there earlier.  Traffic on Hwy 1 is most unpleasant if you exit late.  But it 
is an awesome spectacle! 

After that go up to Nob Hill and see the California Mille car show at the Fairmont 
 

I will be sending a 2009 Roster shortly, in a separate mailing so if you are still 
hanging on to your measly $25, better get it in! 
 

�������� ����

http://mthamilton.ucolick.org/


     

              

Coming Events, 
 

Non-ARR events as noted by * 
 

 
 
Sunday, April 19 – a run to Mt Hamilton, 
Leader, Barry Swackhamer  
 

*Sunday May 9 - MGs by the Bay San 
Leandro 

 
*Sunday May 17, Marin Sonoma Concours 
Marin Civic Center – Rick Storms 1st 
showing of the newly restored TC – possibly 
a Phil Frank award to be given to some 
worthy car 
 
Sunday, May 31, party in or near Golden 
Gate Park, leader, Linda Chalmers 
 
Monday, June 22-Friday, June 26, GoF, 
Squaw Valley 
 
Sunday July 19, The Sausage Run, or in this 
case, Turkey Run to Bill Webb’s casa in 
Soquel. Leader Bill Webb 
 
*Sunday September 6, British Car Day 
Brisbane Marina (tentative) 
 
September 20, a wine country tour,  
leader, The Taylors and  the Glenns 
 
 
Sunday, August 23, Another Fabulous 
Frank Fete in Bolinas – barring unforeseen 
events 
 

October 6 – 7 - 8 
The 53rd annual Conclave will be at the 
Cambria Pines Lodge More later 

 
Sunday, November 8, Another Mt Diablo 
Diabolical Rally, by Syd Saperstein 
 
Sunday, December 6, Holiday Brunch in 
Healdsburg at the Taylor’s  
 

Don’t forget – 
 

www.abingdonroughriders.org 
 

Our fine web site – lots of pictures, 
newsletter in full colour, links to vendors, 

etc. 
 
The Bolinas Museum Visit 
 
There was a nice turnout of Rough Riders for the 
perusal of the Phil Frank exhibit at the museum.  
However, none in TCs.  Too bad cuz the weather was 
good.  The Taylors, Storms, Duncans, Moores, Alleys,  
Chalmers’ and Norman Tuck, the latter three in the 
Mini Cooper, able to make the run from Tam Junction 
to Bolinas without interference from slow tourists, 
except for the two that got in my way and were 
intimidated into pulling into a layby for me.  We 
headed over to Susan’s after for a bit of noshing and 
headed back, only some of us were to have to deal 
with a fallen tree just south of Stinson, so had to go 
back and up over the ridge route.  Great road, but too 
many people.  Bob & Carolyn Alley were following us 
with a behemoth and were a little giddy with the 
experience of narrow twisty roads over Mt Tam. 
 
This contingent went over to Wasserman’s two 
garages to collect the N type parts that were left from 
the K3 replica that Don had built twenty years ago, 
which Bob hauled off to his place.   
 
There are pictures from the event on the web site: 

http://www.abingdonroughriders.org/


     

              

 

         
 

 
 

 
Caught in a time trap – (excuse my window reflections) 
 

 
                Titled “Shortsighted Overachiever” 
 
 
Check the web site for lots more photos! 
 
 
 
 



     

              

From our web master: 
The Abingdon Rough Riders Website 
 
Well it’s been seven months since we launched the web 
site and I thought it would be nice to let you know 
how things are going and what plans we have for the 
future. 
 
Based on the statistics it looks like a hit.  As of March 
24, 2009 we have had over 4200 unique hits, including 
some from foreign countries among which are 
Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Switzerland, 
China, Czech Republic, Germany, Denmark, France, 
India, Mexico, Malaysia, Netherlands, Norway, 
Philippines, Poland, Romania, Sweden, UK and 
Ukraine.  The most view pages are the ARR Review 
and the Photo Opts, followed by Resources, Classified 
and Events. 
 
It’s nice to see that the Abingdon Rough Riders 
Review page is moving up in counts which I only 
assume is that more folks are using the web site to get 
their copy of the Review in lieu of snail mail.  This was 
the primary reason in launching the site.  I’m hoping 
that more sign up for this option, as it cuts not only the 
cost to the club, but help out Allan.  Remember for 
each copy mailed, Allan must spend time and money to 
print, fold, staple, address and mail.  If you want to get 
your copy from the site and eliminate your mailed copy 
just email Allan at 
ARR_Secretary@abingdonroughriders.org. Remember 
the online copy is in color! 
 
Just as an FYI, the site costs the club just $60 per year 
to host, while just mailing costs is about $40 per 
month and this does not include the cost to have it 
copied.  I know Allan spends a lot of time each month 
in getting the ARR Review out so every copy via the 
web is little less work for him. 
 
Enough of that, since we launched there have been 
several suggestions for enhancements.  Some of which 
have been added such as the Photo Ops and Classified 
pages.  Others have included: 
 

· Adding a PayPal option to pay our annual 
dues.  I looked into this one and the cost was 
rather high.  While it was free to add it to the 

web site, at a minimum PayPal would charge 
us 2.9% per transaction.  We felt that for a 
“once a year” function this was just not worth 
the effort and the cost. 

· A listing of all club members.  This one I 
would like to do.  Although I’m a bit 
concerned about security.  If we were to have 
a member list, it would be names and perhaps 
pictures only.  I do not wish to add personal 
email, and home addresses and / or phone 
numbers to a public forum.  Additionally, 
individual would have to consent to having 
their names and/or pictures available. 

· Links to club member’s individual web sites.  
This one is easy and I have already moved 
ahead with the first one.  If you go to the 
Resources page and look under “Fun Stuff” 
you will find a link to Bob Alley’s site about 
his restoration of the NB.  If I get more of 
these, I will add a special page that highlights 
the sites.  If you want to add your page, just 
let me know at 
webmaster@abingdonroughtriders.org.  Please 
keep these to MG and/or car related sites. 

 
If you have any other ideas and/or comments please let 
me know.  I do not harbor any ego with regards to the 
site.  If there is something that needs fixing, you don’t 
like or something that would be nice to add let me 
know at the above email address.  One more thing, if 
you attend an event and take pictures (digital only), 
please send them to me via the webmaster email 
address and I will be happy to include them in the 
Photo Ops.  Can’t have too many pics of a good thing. 
 

 
  

mailto:ARR_Secretary@abingdonroughriders.org
mailto:webmaster@abingdonroughtriders.org


     

              

From Stuart Locke                                      3/28/09    
 TRAVIS  BALL  MEMORIAL WAS  
INSPIRING 
 
About 150 people: Five Priests,Knights of Columbus, 
car clubs, bag pipes, friends and relatives.   
 
All reminisced of a boy in Modesto,Air Force in 
Germany meeting his wife Inger, working for Western 
Air Lines, living in Half Moon Bay 40 years. Always a 
smile, doing for community and friends new and old. 
His brother spoke of their many childhood adventures 
in Modesto. Fellow MG owner Dick DeLuna spoke of 
their 40 year friendship with cars,helping each other 
and the years of good fun.  
 
Most men leave this world wanting very little, They 
simply want to know that their efforts were rewarded, 
or that they were recognized.    Some men,Like Travis 
Ball,  had this without ego.  The priest said that Travis 
was a man whom the light shined through, with that 
smile and always giving to others and the community. I 
helped Travis when he rebuilt his TC engine. I am 
proud he called me a friend.     
 
I was there also.  The church was chockablock with 
his friends and relatives.  It was a nice memorial to a 
really good guy who died too young at 70.  Travis had 
a kidney replaced 20 years ago, which failed over a 
year ago.  He spent agonizing hours on and off dialysis 
waiting for another and also a liver.  The transplant 
didn’t work and he didn’t make it.   
 
I will be at the “Dream Machines” in Half Moon Bay 
this year again and will call at the Knights of Columbus 
Beer hall, were I called in last year and where Travis 
poured me a brew and I will again drink to his 
memory. 
 
Apropos that – Have you ever seen a real Buffalo 
Springfield steamroller?  Just one of the many vehicles 
of all types that will be there.  You should get there 
early and leave early to avoid the highway crowds on 
Hwy 1.  If you enter your car you are stuck with traffic 
of course.    After – go up to the Fairmont Hotel in SF 
and see the car display preceding the California Mille – 
who knows there may be a Rough Rider running it!           

 

 



            



     

              
  



     

              

                                             The MG Owners ClubThe MG Owners ClubThe MG Owners ClubThe MG Owners Club    
presents 

MGs by the Bay 
Saturday, May 9, 2009 at The Livery 

This annual event is a gathering of MGs from across Northern California. 
The show starts at 10:00 a.m., rain or shine, with trophies awarded at 2:00 p.m. 

Same-day registration opens at 8:00 a.m. 

New location  in Danville, under the trees at The Livery shoppin g center! 
400 Sycamore Valley Road, Danville, 94526 – One block west off I-680 

Awards:  Judging is by popular vote, with trophies awarded for People’s Choice, Best Daily Driver, 
Premier (from previous winners), and for every class, with classes determined according to the 
number of cars registered by May 1, 2009. 

Entries:  All MGs are welcome, from daily drivers to complete restorations. The $25 entry fee includes a 
dash plaque, an event T-shirt, and special coupons from our sponsors. Additional cars registered to 
the same owner are $10 each, which includes a dash plaque only. All cars must arrive by 10:00 a.m. 
sharp! This is necessary to allow for proper placement of the cars. If you arrive late, we cannot  
guarantee placement of your car with others in its class. 

Return the registration form below with the entry fee. Photocopies of this form are acceptable. One form is required for each MG. 

–  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  �  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  �  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  
 
Mail before May 1, 2009 to: Make checks payable to MGOC 

MGs by the Bay For information call 
320 B Monterey Blvd. 415-333-9699 or 925-899-1218 
San Francisco, CA  94131 or visit www.MGOC.org 

Please Print: MG model: ________  Year: ______ 
Name: _____________________________________ Body style: �  Coupe �  Roadster 
Address: ___________________________________ �  Saloon �  Race car 
City: ______________________________________ �  Other: ___________ 
State: _______________  Zip code: ____________ Car color: ____________________ 
Email address: ______________________________ T-shirt size: �  M  �  L  �  XL  �  XXL 
Daytime phone: ( ____  ) _________________ 
Short description of car: _______________________________________________________ 
Has this car ever won First in Class at MGs by the Bay?  �  Yes  �  No 

Release: Neither I nor my heirs will hold the MG Owners Club or the City of San Leandro liable for any loss, damage, or injury done 
to me, or my party, while engaged in this event or traveling to and from this event. 

Signature: _____________________________________________    Date: _________________ 
 
 

# / $ 
Show Use 



     

              

 

TC Grease Fittings – A Different Angle 
 
When I was a boy, the first event of the day was to  grease the farm equipment.  It was 
pretty common to find a damaged fitting so you woul d simple replace it and get on 
with the day.  However, when I restored TC7670, I w as a little daunted at how to 
identify the correct size and type of fitting and w here it went.  Here is some info that 
may help you. 
  
The initial confusion was that fittings often had a  different size hex.  I found that 1 
grease fitting used a ¼ BSF wrench and then another  fitting would use a 5/16 BSF 
wrench, but they would both work in the same hole.  So what was the correct size of 
the greaser?  When I tried to order a replacement I  had trouble because of this 
problem with identification.  What I found was that  the grease fittings for the TC are 
identified by the thread and not the size of wrench  needed.   
 
Then I found that there were different size threads .  Was this part of the planned “mad 
metrics” of the TC and another confusion factor try ing to sort out BSF, Whitworth, and 
Metric threads?  What I discovered here was that th e greasers on the TC come in 3 
sizes: 2BA, 1/4BSF, 5/16 BSF.  Initially the quickest way to tell the correct size was to 
simply take a ¼ BSF bolt and see if it screwed into  the hole.  If not then try the next size 
bolt. 
 
The final aspect of uncertainty of the greasers was  the multitude of angles that there 
were for the fittings themselves.  Was there a reas on for a 35 degree angle vice 45 
degree and how about 67.5 degree?  In the proverbia l quest for the truth (what is 
correct and original) I consulted the TC factory sp ecifications and found that there 
was indeed a protocol on what angled fittings went where.  When I finished my car, I 
looked at the various greasers, their locations, an d their angles.  It then made perfect 
sense as to the selection of what went where in ord er to make greasing somewhat 
accessible. 
 
To make this all very simple for you there is a sum mary chart listing all the TC greasers 
below.  As we have seen before, there are no absolu tes on what is correct.  As 
production runs updated and replacement parts were manufactured, the size of 
greaser may have changed too.   A good example of th is is with the tach generator 
greaser.  As always, I would welcome comments to fu rther validate findings.  Doug 
Pelton, doug@fromtheframeup.com   Also, if anyone has extra greasers surplus to thei r 
needs please contact me.   

 
 
 
 



     

              

 
 
 

Summary of Grease Fittings and Locations: 
(Stated size is thread not hex head for fitting.) 

 
Location Size Angle # 

Req’d 
Remarks 

Rear handbrake cable 
greasers 

¼ BSF straight 2  

Drive shaft splined 
yoke 
Universal joints (x-long) 

¼ BSF 
¼ BSF 

straight 
straight 

1 
2 

 
 

Rear Hubs 5/16 
BSF 

straight 2 N/A if sealed bearing 
installed 

Steering     
Front Spring Pin 5/16 

BSF 
straight 2  

Front King Pins 5/16 
BSF 

35 degrees 4  

Tie Rod  Ends 5/16 
BSF 

67 ½ 
degrees 

2  

Drag Link End  5/16 
BSF 

90 degrees 2  

Steering Box Cover  5/16 
BSF 

straight 1 N/A if Tompkins kit installed 

Water Pump 5/16 
BSF 

straight 1  

Tach drive Rev 
Counter 

2 BA straight 1 (some) 

 ¼ BSF Straight 1 (some) 
 ¼ BSF 45 degree 1 (some) 
 

   



     

              

 
 



     

              

 


