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August 2009                                                                 Vol.  LI(51) no. 8 
President -     John Taylor -          
  
Vice President & Webmaster-   Rick Storms -       
      
Activities Director       Sue Swackhamer -  
           
Secty/Treas/Newsletter Editor-     Allan Chalmers -   
           
Eminence Gris         Bill Traill  -   

 

Sunday, August 16  
San Anselmo Car show 

This will be on San Anselmo Blvd, the commercial street in San Anselmo, which parallels Sir 
Francis Drake.  Phil Frank’s TC will be there so come on out.  11AM to 5PM –free! 

 

Bolinas Bash at Susan Frank’s house & barn  
Sunday, August 30 –date changed from 23rd 

 

Another of the Phun Phrank events 
The usual meeting place for southerners – The Spencer Ave turnoff from 101 at about 10.  We 
will leave 10:30ish from there.  There are tenants who will be leaving the house at about 11, so 

we shouldn’t get there before that time  
 

Dogs and burgers will be supplied, bring your favourite accompaniment plus drinks 
And for those who will approach from other angles, Phil’s Phine map is on the next page 

 

                                        Saturday, September 26, note date change from 20th 

wine country tour  
The Tour  will take place Saturday, September 26th.  For those wishing to spend the weekend in the Wine 

Country, the Hilton Garden Inn, located at 417 Aviation Blvd. near the airport is new and reasonable. Their 
phone number is #707-545-0444.  Friday, the 25th we will host cocktails and hors d'oeuvres at our house 

starting at 6:30pm.  Saturday morning our tour will start at 9:30am from Kal's Mocha Cafe parking lot (near 
the Hilton Garden Inn).  Exit the 101 Freeway at Airport Blvd. and go west toward the Sonoma County 

Airport. Kal's is on the corner of Airport Blvd. and Aviation Blvd.  Saturday evening following the tour, which 
will end at approximately 4:30 pm, the Taylors will host a light dinner at their home in Healdsburg.  For 
anyone staying over on Saturday night, we will meet for a casual breakfast at Kal's Mocha Cafe (near the 

hotel) at 9:00 am. Sunday morning.   
  

We would request an RSVP for those participating no later than Sept. 10th via email or phone. 
Glenns:  (707) 566-9951  cherrylglenn@msn.com   Taylors:  (707) 431-1092 johnni42@comcast.net 

 

http://us.mc839.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=johnni42@comcast.net
http://us.mc839.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=cherrylglenn@msn.com


     

              

 
Coming Events 

Non-ARR events as noted by * 
 

*Sunday, August 16 
San Anselmo Car Show – come out and see Nigel Shiftright’s TC in all its glory.  Rick Storms is 
on the organizing committee  
Sunday, August 30 – Change in date 
another Fabulous Frank Fete in Bolinas – Susan Frank – (415) 517 2035 
Please call with an rsvp by August 25 
 

*Sunday September 13,  
British Car Day Brisbane Marina – last month’s date in the newsletter was wrong 
 

Saturday, September 26 – another change in date!  
a wine country tour, leader, The Taylors and  the Glenns  
 
 

October 2-3-4, Friday thru Sunday 
The 53rd annual Conclave will be at the Cambria Pines Lodge flyer attached – better sign up 
 

Sunday, November 8,  
Another Mt Diablo Diabolical Rally, by Syd Saperstein 
 

Sunday, December 6,  
Holiday Brunch in Healdsburg at the Taylor’s  



     

              

Sausage Run 
 
The usual drill, meeting at Woodside turnoff from 280 
– those there were Traill - TC, Hill - Innocenti, Sanders 
- TA and Linda and your kindly editor - TC.  Off we go 
in glorious TC weather down to Hwy 35 & Hwy 9, 
where we struck up a conversation with a chap in his 
fabulous Lamborghini.  I told him he could join our 
tour, but he couldn’t lead – he declined.  The 
Marcottes, Pat and Joe showed up in their spiffy newly 
restored, show winning TC and we decided that was 
the lot for the northern contingent and we pressed on to 
Bill Webb’s place.   

 
 
Eventually we found the joint, off the San Jose – 
Soquel road.  Joining the group were The Silveiras – 
MGB, Moores – Jag, Stobbes – TC and Matlocks – 
TC.  Bill had smoked a turkey and others had brought 
fixins and we dug in. 
 

 

 I had found a new TC Motoring Guild badge in Dwane 
Carlson’s stash and thought it appropriate that Joe & 
Pat’s newly done car should wear it with pride   (they 
are TCMG members), so made the formal presentation: 
 

 
 
Presidio Concours 
 
This show was rather interesting – Starting up again 
many years, it billed itself as the “Inaugural”, then the 
web site gave you an opportunity to see cars from past 
shows, which incidentally included ex-members Gert 
Jensen’s PA Airline coupe, Roger Nugent’s HRG – 
now owned by his son, Chris, a current member - and 
Marilyn Salmi’s YT. 
 
The organizers decided to charge $50 for viewing the 
cars.  Therefore there were more entrants than visitors.  
I had a ticket courtesy of Joe Marcotte, so was able to 
amble amongst the cars legally, instead of  hopping a 
flimsy fence.   
 
 
 



     

              

members showing were: 
 

Joe Marcotte with his newly restored TC accompanied 
by wife Pat and Martin Hveem in panama hat.  Terry 
can be seen just behind the red Arnolt (sorry, Jim, 
should have gotten a proper picture of the car!) 

 
           Joe and Martin nervously watching the judging 
 

Jim Silva and the Arnolt (accompanied by Terry 
Sanders) were entered also, as was Doug Spindler, 
whose Tickford TA dazzles. 
 

Amazingly, neither Jim nor Doug got anything, whereas 
Joe got a third behind a Jag XK140 and a Siata that 
purportedly cost the chap $1.2 M!  Needless to say, Joe 
and Pat were well pleased with a placing.   
 

Also seen at the show were Bill Young without an 
entry, and Steve Plath, with the Daimler SP250 sitting 
outside the show area. 
 

Curiously, Spindler and Silva got zip,nada.   
 

 
Members Neil & Lillian Kirkham and their lovely Bentley 
 

Miller/Chalmers/Bradford TC For Sale 
This TC has been owned by three Rough Riders. It is a 
great driver, needing nothing, last I knew.  It needs 
some attention due to its being undriven while Bud 
Bradford was terminally ill. 
 It has bobbed front fenders, a louvered bonnet and 
tripod lights, Datsun steering  with a distinctive paint 
job, engine rebuilt by the late Darrell Akins on San 
Leandro.  It has a complete set of Collingburn seats and 
upholstery. 

If you know anyone interested let me know.  pictures: 
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Also for sale Dick Gronet’s TC 
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John and Marianne Giordanengo 
2485 Notre Dame Blvd 
Chico, CA 95928 
!������
�@���
���  
 

John and Marianne were at GoF and I had a mini high 
school reunion with John, Dick Scardamaglia and Bill 
Angeloni (TF) – we all went to Balboa in SF! 
 

Renewing after an unsuitably long period are: 
 

Jim and Claudia Fleming 
4123 N. 58th St. 
Phoenix, AZ 85018 
'����.���@4
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Jim had been a member long years ago when he lived in 
the south bay. We ran into each other most recently at 
the Durango GoF 
 

Welcome all! 
 

Another Excellent Adventure 
 
Terry and Aidan Corwin were to have headed off on a 
car hauling gig, towing a KN saloon to Ohio, to be then 
picked up by Bob Grunau, who bought it from in Win 
Estes of  Pebble Beach.  They were then picking up a 
PB restoration to bring back for Eric Baker.  Also 
bringing back some PB remnants for Aidan.  
Tom Metcalf, in Ohio hasn’t quite completed the resto 
so the odyssey waits a week.  Will report this next 
month.  Latest is they may go by Denver to pick up a 
PA tub for someone in Canada, to be taken there by 
Grunau.  This is getting more complex by the minute! 
 

Miscellaneous 
 

Faraway (Williamsburg,VA) member Phil May has 
sent directions for an ingenious tool to extract the 
bushing from the rear axle ends. 
 
Dave & Sherry Gumz sent along a couple of 
humorous pages from long ago magazines – the 
first is from AUTO of October 1952 
 

An ad for Don Wasserman’s Ferrari 225S that was 
pictured last month being removed from Don’s 
garage.  Estimated sale price $600 to $800 thou. 

 

 
The body tub has been re-wooded & aluminium redone 

 
Terry, Aidan and Jim checking the unrestored chassis 

 
Don’t forget – 

www.abingdonroughriders.org 
Our web site – lots of pictures, newsletter in 

full colour, links to vendors, etc. 



     

              

Inexpensive puller tool removes TC rear axle oil thrower bushings. 
By Phil May 

Work on the rear axles of my ’48 TC required replacing the worn oil thrower bushing. I hadn’t done this before.  
 

I went to the T-ABC website and found two “solutions” posted. One, reprinted from the February 1998 issue of 
Octagon Topics Vintage MG Club of Southern California, obviously involves inserting some parts from the differential 
side of the axle tube. . You can’t get the require pieces shown through the old bushing so they have to come, 
somehow, from inside an empty differential housing. Overkill. Not for me. 
 

The second method sounded interesting and involved simply pushing the old bushing inward towards the differential 
when inserting the new bushing. However, after removing my old bushings with the tool I will describe here, I realized 
the tube area where bushings go is not very long. The old bushings, forced inward, would either drop into the enlarging 
outer tube, or would end up jangling around on the half shafts. 
 

I devised a simple tool made of common parts I got at my local Ace Hardware store. It did take trial and error and 
three visits to the store for different size parts. It worked flawlessly as presented here. I didn’t save my receipts, but I 
think everything came to under $15. 
 

PARTS NEEDED SHOWN IN FIGURE 1. 
 

(Part A) Hardened washer app. 1-3/8 inches in diameter. This washer will NOT pass through the bushing and is 
slightly larger in diameter than the inner diameter of the bushing. Take a new bushing with you to test this at your 
hardware store. The ones I bought had an “R” stamped on them and were a slightly gold anodized color. 
 

(Part B) Reasonably thick plain steel washer of a size that WILL  pass through the bushing. It should have a 1/2” hole. 
Drill to that size if necessary. 
 

(Part C) App.5” long 1/2” carriage bolt. The rounded cap probably will NOT fit through the bushing. Either file or 
grind down the circumference edges on a grinding wheel so it will fit through the bushing. (See note on Figure 1) 
Important to use carriage bolt, not plain hex-head bolt. 
 
(Part D) Sturdy nut to fit carriage bolt. 
 
(Part E) In plumbing section of the store get a piece of threaded plumbing pipe app. 3” long with a 2” diameter. That 
size is important also. Don’t get a smaller diameter piece. 
 
(Part F) 2” diameter end cap.  
 
PREPARATION:  
 

Grind down two opposite sides of the hardened washer Part A to create Part G. (See Figure 3). Now it will slide 
through the bushing when tilted horizontally. Clamp the washer tightly in Vise Grip pliers or vise and use a round file 
or a 1/2” drill on your drill press or drill to make the center hole oblong as shown. This is so washer can cock or tilt on 
bolt. 
 
With file or grinding wheel, grind flats on two sides of end of carriage bolt. (See note on Figure 1) This is for holding 
with a wrench when tool is in use, if necessary. Clean up threads with proper die if needed. 
 
Find the app. center and drill 1/2” hole through top of end cap Part F. This is important to keep tool centered in use. 
Screw cap on pipe section a few turns. 



     

              

On carriage bolt, slip small washer on first, then modified hardened washer.  The four flats on the carriage washer act 
to cock the two washers when tool is in use. 
 
OPERATION: 
 
Insert the cap portion of carriage bolt with washers near cap into bushing. (See Figure 3) Tilt the hardened washer so it 
will go through. Then apply backward pressure by pulling on bolt. You should feel the two washers pressing on rear of 
bushing, but not coming through it because hardened washer will have straightened vertically. 
 
Delicately slip pipe and end cap over end of carriage bolt and feed through the hole, as shown in Figure 3. Check 
backward pressure on bolt to rear of bushing. It should still be holding. Adjust if not. 
 
Screw on the nut and hand tighten down to end cap. You will find the 2” diameter pipe will center nearly perfectly 
between four bolt heads on backing plate. (See Figure 4) Once you are sure you still have tight backpressure on 
washers, commence using wrench to tighten nut.  
 
Inside the bushing the hardened washer will either continue pressure on outer diameter of back of bushing or will slip 
inside bushing and cock tightly. As you screw in the nut, the bushing will be slowly pulled out. If the carriage bolt 
should begin to turn, use an adjustable wrench on the two flats you ground on the end of the carriage bolt. If, after 
pulling one bushing, the hardened washer has distorted, straighten it out and  re-use.  
 

   

  
    



     

              

                                1
��������������������������������������������������� ������������������������������������� ������ ������ �����
1

1
1
!"�
�
����#������������$������%��������&�������'��� (���� ���)��*����&�����+�*��
����������,��,�������� �-�
1
 



     

              

                      

 

 
 

ARR / TCMG Conclave 
October 2 – 3- 4 

Cambria California 
At the Cambria Pines Lodge 

Scene of numerous past conclaves 
Make your reservations by calling Cambria Pines Lodge 

2905 Burton Drive 
Cambria, CA 93428 

Save the Date 
Room rates start at $127 

Specify TC Club 
Toll Free (800) 445-6868 

Tel (805) 927-4200 
Fax (805) 927-4016 

E-mail Info@CambriaPinesLodge.com     www.cambriapineslodge.com  



     

               



     

             
 

 
TC Factory Bulletins  
More Lost Information 
Doug Pelton 
As with any production item, there are occasions 
when the manufacturer discovers the need to make 
a product 
improvement change for safety or reliability. The 
“MG Car Company, Ltd” was no exception, as it 
issued numerous changes which were called 
“Service Information Sheets”.  
The Service Information Sheets (SIS) began in the 
early 1930’s for all models and continued 
throughout until 1950. The SIS were compiled into 
a single book for all models and used primarily as a 
dealer reference as a prelude to what we know 
today as service bulletins and product recalls. 
Service Information Sheet #1 was titled “Sparking 
Plug Gap”and was issued for “All Models”. The last 
was SIS #77, “Rear Engine Mounting” issued for 
the MG Y. 
For the TC, there are many SIS embedded within 
the total collection as summarized in the Index, 
which is found in the opening pages. The 
information sheets are somewhat fun to read as 
they are a technical time capsule of the day. The 
sheets were very brief sometimes only a couple of 
short paragraphs and an occasional picture. There 
are a few issues that have information that has 
been lost or forgotten over the years. One such 
issue is No. 45, “Locking Plates for Steering Arm 
Bolts”. This issue talks about a locking tab that is 
no longer available from today’s major suppliers. A 
summary of those issues which would be of interest 
to a TC owner include the following: 
 
No. 42 – Valve return springs 
No. 45 – Locking plates for steering arm bolts 
No. 46 – Removal of sump 
No. 49 – Adjustment of engine mounting 
No. 52 – Safe limit for re-boring 
No. 59 – Lubrication of the King Pins 
No. 60 – Method of clamping rear hub ball race 
No. 61 – Steering angles 
No. 64 – Front wheel toe in 
No. 67 – Speedometer cable 
No. 68 – Master Cylinder 
No. 69 – Distributor shaft 
No. 70 – Sump joints 
No. 73 – Castor Shims 
No. 76 – Dashpots, 
For most, the references will be of 
little concern. However, for those that 

are planning to work on the particular 
systems mentioned it may be worth a 
look to make sure that your repair is in 
concert with factory recommendations. 
These bulletins are not often seen as 
they tend to be part of personal libraries. 
For those interested they can now 
be found at the following website: 
www.fromtheframeup.com look for 
“Service Bulletins”  
I would welcome 
comments, 602-690-4927 
or Doug@FromTheFrameUp.com. 
______________________________________ 

 
 
Service information Sheet No. 67 
Speedometer Cable Routing Change, May 1947 
 

 


