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December 2009                                                                 Vol.  LI(51) no. 12 
President -     John Taylor -          
  
Vice President & Webmaster-   Rick Storms -       
      
Activities Director       Sue Swackhamer -  
           
Secty/Treas/Newsletter Editor-     Allan Chalmers -   
           

Eminence Gris         Bill Traill  
 
 

 
Holiday Party 

Sunday, December 6 
Brunch in Healdsburg at the 

Taylor’s  
Details further on 

Don’t forget to RSVP 
 
 

 
Annual Meeting  

Sunday January 10 
At the Warehome again where else? 

About 1:30 
Bring something to drink and a munchie or two if possible 
Prepare to lead the ARR into the 10s – we will be electing 

officers and planning events for the year.  Come along with 
some good ideas. 

RSVP to Terry or Allan 
415 566 0706 or 510 469 6531 

 

Oh yes – don’t forget – dues are due - $25 cheap to yr treasurer

 



     

              

Coming Events 
 
 
 

Sunday, December 6,  Holiday Brunch in Healdsburg at the Taylor’s Victorian See flyer – 
RSVP by December 1!   707 431 1092 or johnni42@comcast.net 
 
Annual Meeting – The Warehome in Oakland Jan 10  rsvp taterry@aol.com or 510 469 6531 
 

The Adventures of Christopher 
Columbustein 
Our December event was a different sort of tour – 
we all found our way to Sotto Mare restaurant in 
North Beach for dinner and an interview with the 
aforementioned Chris.  You may see photos on the 
ARR web site 
www.abingdonroughriders.org 
 

 
Your editor, chosen as the straight man, follows the script.   

Syd decided that the Rough Riders would rather 
eat Italian than drive the back roads of Contra 
Costa.   
We had a sumptuous five or so course meal in the 
dungeon of this North Beach ristorante followed 
by the old explorer’s dialect-perfect ramble. 
 
 

 

New members 
Don and Suzi Scheu 
40 Stony Point Drive 
Lancaster, VA 22503 
804 435 0247 
Pointabino@hotmail.com 
 

As I mentioned last time, Don and Suzi have 
purchased the Miller/Chalmers/Bradford TC 

.From Sharon Bradford:                                          
The Blue Lady left here at 10:30 PM 
Saturday.  Dark and raining.  Paul (moving 
guy) sure knows how to work around an MG.  
Really impressed me. He had 1" on either 
side of the MG to get it in the trailer.  Floor 
jack and a come-a-long and muscle did the 
job.       Don e-mailed me and let me know 
when he went to garage to see the MG it was 
purrrrrring .  I don't know what he did to get it 
running, the 2 fellas that were here before 
might have been wrong about what had to be 
done to get it running. 

The Blue Lady is in good hands, it will be 
used as you and Bud did for enjoyment and 
well taken care of. 

From Don: 
Your old TC finally arrived in Virginia last 
Sunday! When I went over to see it this 
morning, my mechanic friend (who will teach 
me the ins and outs on the mechanic side to 
get me going) had the TC purrrrrring. All the 
gauges, lights, etc all working just fine! I'm 
thrilled, to say the least. We'll put it up on 
stands for the winter with gas drained, etc. 
covered and in a heated garage.  
 



     

             
 

 
I also have apologized to members: 
Robert & Cheryl Ford 
7201 Gold Creek Way 
San Jose, CA 95120 
 
They thought they joined the club in May, but 
because of my sloppy accounting, their 
membership didn’t get recorded.  I have 
apologized profusely, and of course their 
membership for 2010 is thereby paid in full. 
 
News from the Wasserman Collection 
 
The Singer has been sold to a chap in Claremont, 
Southern Cal, Tony Raynor.  He has a LeMans 
roadster and another coupe that is undergoing 
resto right now.  So I guess he knows what he’s 
getting into. 
 
The two MGs are still for sale, as well as the 
motorcycles.  If you are interested let me know 
and I will pass it on to Diana, Don’s daughter, who 
is the executor and has, as you can well imagine, a 
lot on her plate. 
 
Both MGs are in San Francisco at the Webster 
street address.  I can show the cars.  Pics at: 
�����������	
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Dick Gronet’s TC, Norman Petersen’s Porsche and 
the TC in the last newsletter has sold – to Ed 
Browder!  Need a TC?  Go see Ed. 
 
Don’s TC, now Diana’s, is going to be taken care 
of by Mark Rodriguez, a friend from the Sierra 
foothills.  Mark is also looking for a TC project car 
(he tried for the latter!), so if you have one lurking 
in your garage let me know. 
 
Further to Phil May inventing a $10 
luggage rack 

Hi Fellas.  The pvc luggage rack was NOT a 
success... Yet. 
When I assembled it Lowes offered three times of 
PVC cement.  What do I know?  I bought one that 
was yellow.  Turns out I should have bought 
purple. 
I thought all of them did what the glue used to do 
with plastic airplane and car models-- melt the 
plastic and basically weld parts together.  Not so, 

apparently. 
Within first two hours of our great Jefferson tour 
this past weekend, we went through Richmond, 
VA.  Very bumpy, pot holed roads.  Cindy heard a 
"pop".  Shortly after a second "pop".  I pulled 
over and the rack had NOT broken, but the joints 
had pulled apart on the rearmost sections clean as 
a whistle.  The cement had done no welding of pvc 
at all. 
Luckily a member who is doing a concours 
restoration of a TD and was following our parade 
in a large SUV put our heavy duffel and the rack 
remains in his car for the rest of the trip and 
coming home. It was a super weekend and we put 
about 500 miles on Tissy II. 
I'll give a later report when I've glued it all back 
together with the purple cement. 
 
Best wishes, Phil                                                    
A response from Dave Edgar of TC      Sorry to 
hear of the rack failure.  When you say purple 
glue, are you sure you are not referring to a 
primer?  Purple is a normal primer color and is 
used to prep the surfaces.  Then the glue is used. 
And I use to use a clear glue (maybe a slight 
yellowish tinge).  But now I use a product called 
Christy's Red Hot Blue Glue.  It works MUCH 
better than the clear stuff especially on some of 
the inch and a half irrigation lines in my yard.  
What ever you use be sure to twist the fitting onto 
the pipe (quarter turn OK), adjust to alignment 
and then hold in for a few seconds. 
Because the fitting surface is tapered very slightly, 
if not held, the fitting can slide back off a little 
sometimes. 
Better luck in the next build.  Glad you had a good 
trip otherwise. 
 
David 

      



     

             
 

 

Check out these movie moments  
 
This first one takes you thru 20 minutes of building 
MGs in 1931.  Fabulous!  It’s really hard to 
conceive of this level of hands on manufacturing: 

http://www.britishpathe.com/record.php?id=7082
6 

.  I visited the Abingdon works in 1965 and found 
some greater level of sophistication, with bodies on 
a conveyer, several lines operating.  They were 
doing mostly Midgets as I recall.  I met author & 
MG guru Wilson McComb, who informed me that 
I was welcome to visit Britain and the Works, but 
“please don’t take any of our vintage cars home”! 
 
This was sent to me by both Mike O’Connor and 
Steve Plath.  The British Pathe web site has 35,500 
minutes of old Pathe’ films that can be brought up.  
 
A nifty vehicle you may want to try out – sent by 
Scott Johnson: 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UO4cw565V98&fm
t=18 
 
Dual Master Cylinder for the TC  
 
The current issue of the TC Motoring Guild 
Classic Chassis has a well written article on 
converting the TC to a dual brake system by Jim 
Buell.  Check it out at: 
 
http://tcmotoringguild.org/CHASSIS/09DecMidget.pdf 
 

 
 

     
 
 

 
 
The latter two ads came from MG Talk, the 
Southeastern MG T Register newsletter



     

             
 

Ann Jensen 
 
Gert called to inform me that Ann has died after a 
long illness.  For those who were around when 
Gert and Ann were important members of the ARR 
I’m sure you will be saddened to hear this news.  
The Jensens left the Bay area many years ago for 
Gert’s native Denmark and from there to near 
Shrewsbury in Ann’s native England.  Their 
retirement home has been across the border in 
Wales for a number of years.  Ann was 
quintessentially British and a lovely person. 
 
My favorite story about her was when we were on 
a TC tour.   Stopping in a “lay by” for lunch and 
chatting, I asked the general group if anyone had 
seen the then current movie, “Battle of Britain”.  
Ann responded, “I saw the original!”.  RIP Ann 
and condolences to Gert and their daughter. 
 
 
 
 Sherry Gumz and Ann picking bugs out of the 
grille at Pebble Beach, where The Jensen’s PA 
Airline took a first.  

 

                      

 
 



     

             
 

 

 



     

             
 

 
 

 
 



     

             
 

Yet another map – to the Warehome 

 
As found in the Wasserman Archives 

 

 
Inscribed “to Don – I’m having an out of body experi ence” signed Phil Frank  



     

             
 

A write-up by member Barney Jackson, way long ago 

 
 

 



     

             
 

 

 
 
 



     

             
 

GoF WEST 2010 
Registration Form 
Big Bear Lake, California 
July 12-16, 2010 
Registration Fee: 
$55 US before April1, 2010 
$65 US after April 1, 2010 
In Spirit $25 
Cancellations after April 1 will revert to In-Spirit 
Registration, with the balance refunded 
 
 
Names—as you want them on your name tag and in the booklet: 
Last Name:__________________________ First Name:_______________________ 
Co-driver:__________________________ First Name:_______________________ 
Children under 12 who will be attending:____________________________________ 
Address:__________________________________________ 
City:_____________________________ State:_____ Zip Code:____________ 
Country:_________________________ Phone:_______________________ 
Email:_______________________________ First GoF WEST?: yes____ no____ 
Primary Club Affiliation:_____________________________________ 
Car: Year: ____ Model: ___ __Color: ____ ___ License Number: ______ __________ 
Method of Payment: Cash ____ Check____ VISA_____ Master Card ____ 
Name on card:___________________ Number:_______ _______ _______ _______ 
Expiration Date: _____________  
 
Hotel Information: 
North Woods Resort 
P.O. Box 2943 40650 Village Drive 
Big Bear Lake, CA 92315 
Phone: (800) 866-3121 Fax: (909) 866-1451 
Single/Double: $124 Triple: $134 Jr suite: $174 
Plus applicable taxes and fees 
Please refer to GoF WEST 2010 to get these rates 
 
 
Send form to: 
Pete & Fran Thelander 
5492 Yale Av 
Westminster, CA 92683 
714 892-0703 
gofwest2010@earthlink.net 
 
 
 

 


