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February 2009                                                         Vol.  LI(51) no. 2 
President -     John Taylor -          
  
Vice President & Webmaster-   Rick Storms -       
      
Activities Director       Sue Swackhamer -  
           
Secty/Treas/Newsletter Editor-     Allan Chalmers -   
           
Eminence Gris         Bill Traill  -    
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Sunday, February 15 
Exploring the Exploratorium 

With Norman Tuck 
 

Norman has several very interesting kinetic sculptures showing here and we can 
get a look at them and a lot of other fascinating displays, then off to lunch!  Meet 

at 10:30 at the main entrance.  Map below.  
 

If there are enough people we will get a group rate, so please let us know if you 
can come by February 7.  TCs are optional – there is a parking lot. 
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OK Folks–dues time again-$25 cheap  
to your treasurer!1231 12th Ave. SF, CA 94122
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http://www.exploratorium.edu/visit/index.html


Coming Events, 
as proposed by your newly elected Board of 

Directors – See above!\ 
 

Non-ARR events as noted by * 
 

Sunday, February 15 – Exploratorium 
Norman Tuck, leader 415 753 2416 
 
Sunday, March 22 – A Phil Frank exhibit 
runs thru April at the Bolinas Museum.  We 
will visit and then head over to Susan’s for 
lunch.  Leader, Allan Chalmers  
 
Sunday, April 19 – a run to Mt Hamilton, 
Leader, Barry Swackhamer  
 

*Sunday May 9 - MGs by the Bay San 
Leandro 

 
*Sunday May 17, Marin Sonoma Concours 
Marin Civic Center – Rick Storms 1st 
showing of the newly restored TC 
 
Sunday,May 31, picnic in or near Golden 
Gate Park, leader, Linda Chalmers 
 
Monday, June 22-Friday, June 26, GoF, 
Squaw Valley 
 
Sunday July 19, The Sausage Run, or in this 
case, Turkey Run to Bill Webb’s casa in 
Soquel. Leader Bill Webb 
 
Sunday, August 23, Another Fabulous 
Frank Fete in Bolinas  
 
*Sunday September 6, British Car Day 
Brisbane Marina (tentative) 
 
September 20, a wine country tour,  
leader, The Taylors and  the Glenns 

 
Early October – date to be set –  
The 53rd annual Conclave  
 
Sunday, November 8, Another Mt Diablo 
Diabolical Rally, by Syd Saperstein 
 
Sunday, December 6, Holiday Brunch in 
Healdsburg at the Taylor’s  
 
Annual Meeting 
 

 
 
A goodly group of Rough Riders descended upon the 
Warehome again.  Terry was there to graciously host 
us without the benefit of Cindy, who was in Spain for 
R&R.  I think she just wanted to be far away from the 
hoist.  As you may remember, it somehow landed on 
her foot last time!  Terry managed to get most of the 
mobile MGs outside, including the TC body tub on its 
buck.  The TC project is looking terrific.  The late Bill 
Phy, who spent many years on it, never to see it 
finished, would be proud. 
 

 
“El Jefe” John Taylor with Terry & the TC project 

Several people at the meeting were probably there to 
ensure not being elected in absentia, but we did pull 
John Taylor in as El Presidente this time.  Rick as vice 
and also our worthy webmaster, with the rest of the 
board as last time.   
 



     

              

Rick was presented with the Resurrection Award for 
his recently completed superb green TC.  Note that he 
will be showing the car at the Marin Sonoma Concours 
at the Marin Civic Center in May. 
 

 
 
Roger Burr and Don Wasserman 
 
I went to two memorials in one day, for long time 
members Roger and Don. 
 
Roger had been in the club for many years and had just 
sold his last MG, his beloved PA.  At one time he had 
as many as 16 MGs. He was two days shy of 83. 
Roger had retired from veterinary medicine a number 
of years ago.  He had a clinic around the corner from 
our house in the Inner Sunset district of SF. 
 

 
 
 

  
Roger in his M type at a GoF 

 
The memorial was well attended and one of his four 
daughters spoke about his life, from growing up very 
near our house, to volunteering at a vet’s clinic, to 
being on Tinian Island when the Enola Gay took off 
for Hiroshima ( he told me he was walking around 
Hiroshima two weeks after the explosion!). 
 
She also talked about his acquisitive nature regarding 
MGs.  I remember that he had garages rented all over 
San Francisco to store them, even losing one after he 
drove it into the wrong garage - A good story if you 
haven’t heard it, let me know!  Another event was 
when the neighbor across the street from his mother-
in-law’s house, where he stored his M type – pictured 
– lost control of his car and it plowed into the poor 
little M, making a mess of it. 
 
Roger’s daughters brought all his model cars to the 
memorial, lots of them, and asked that everyone take a 
model, and when they looked at it, they would 
remember Roger.  Only a couple MGs. 
 
I am now the owner of a 1934 Duesenberg SJ dual 
cowl phaeton – Thanks Rog! 
 

 
Too bad it’s not full sized 

 



     

              

Don’s Gathering 
 
Don’s memorial was later that day and was a rousing 
sendoff to a guy who led a rousing life.  At least two 
ex-wives were there, an unknown number of women in 
his life, including Kimberly Kaufhold and Heidi 
Garrison - who you may remember - all the way from 
Florida.  Don’s four children and a number of 
grandchildren were there.  
  
There was plenty of Don’s “Great Bison” wine flowing 
and flowing, as well as stories and stories! 
 
I have rerun the article about the winery, from the San 
Luis Obispo Gazette dated 2000. 
 

Rough Riders in attendance were, Linda and me, Betty 
Camp, Ann Morrissey, Terry Sanders, Bob & Bev 
Moore, Bob Anderson with Kay Zehnder. 
 

 
Ann, Linda, Betty and Don’s daughter Diana Joye behind 

 

 
Me with Amanda, Don’s daughter, along with the Ferrari & TC 

 
Heidi, Linda and Kay, with Bob talking to daughter Natasha 
Wasserman.  Anita Wasserman is just under the formula one  

Renault body shell on the left.   

On other fronts: 
 

An envelope is provided if I have not received your 
dues.  If you are one of the members who have opted 
to get the newsletter on-line and you receive this in the 
mail, It appears I don’t have you dues.  I say appears, 
because even I can make a mistake! 
 
Dick & Judy Scardamaglia have sold their TA and 
have replaced it with a 1956 Nash Ambassador 
Deluxe.  It came from a midwest museum and is in 
quite splendid condition.  If you really want to be 
noticed try one of these!  This is the one with the 
headlights in the grille, similar to my late unlamented  
Nash Healey.  It is 3 toned and has a large V8 engine. 

 
      Dick with the boulevard cruiser ( rear seat makes into a bed! 



     

              

 
My Nash - It looked good too! 

 

600 wt grease and ZDDP 
 

Macs Antique Auto Parts – www.macsautoparts.com  
Deals in mostly Model A stuff.  They have quarts of 
600 wt, for the steering box at $8, and 4 oz bottles of 
ZDDP at $9.95, the additive that has been removed 
from off the shelf oils, and which our old engines 
require.   A quart of 600 goes a long way, so if anyone 
needs some, let me know.  Article in this issue. 
 

New Member 
 

We have lost a couple of members but we also gained: 
 

John & Alison Crane 
2005 Tasso St. 
Palo Alto, CA 94301 
john@crane.com 
 
John says his car is an EXU and is chassis #7640 
 
We look forward to meeting them at an upcoming 
event.  Welcome! 
 

Spotted by the Taylors somewhere in Italia! 
 

 

 

 
Jerry Felper is a member of the Vintage MG Club and 
also has business restoring and otherwise fixing our 
fine Lucas components – a recommended vendor: 
 

      
 
 
 

Don’t forget – 
 

www.abingdonroughriders.org 
 

our fine web site – lots of pictures, 
newsletter in full color, links to vendors, etc. 
 

http://www.macsautoparts.com/
http://www.abingdonroughriders.org/


 
 

Member Alan Patterson & son racing in the Pittsburgh Grand Prix last year 

   
 



     

              

 



     

              
 



     

              

From the Southeastern MG T newsletter  -  A Short Treatise on  .. 

 


