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Please check the “about Us” page of the web site for contaatfd, and the “events” page for the hosts of events
such as the January Meeting
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We will convene at 1:30 and will, as per usual, vetin a set of officers and will
develop a monthly event schedule. Please come oaed share your thoughts
about what the club will do in 2009!

Please RSVP by Wednesday January 7 — check “evenisdge for contact info
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OK Folks — dues time again - $25 cheap to your incorruptiblé&reasurer!




Our old pal Don succumbed to lung cancer in
December. It was quite a shock to everyone — he
had recovered from a life threatening and
before that a serious motorcycle accident and we alll
thought he must have been immortal, but sadly, not
SO.

Don had been a member of our club for many, many
years. He was one of those larger than life people —
always something going on. He had many interests,
among them his winery in Templeton, where he
bottled some excellent Cabernet, Here he is with a
bucket of the grapes in his hands pictured at a
Conclave some years ago. >

Don was a realtor — sold Linda and me our house in
1970 — and had a lot of commercial property. He

His other replica, the NA/K3, was done some years
ago and is still at the ranch in Templeton. He had at
one time several Ferraris, with one remaining, a

1951 Type 125. The TC is going to be going to his
daughter Diana’s home in Auburn.

| worked for Don for about six months, between jobs,
on the C replica and another D type MG. The C was
originally a D, but with the shorter chassis that@he
was built on, hence the replica build.

Working for Don was an adventure — Not only car
stuff, but the occasional repair and maintenance of
rental properties! At the same time | also did a rehab
of Ann Morrissey’'s, now Norman Tuck’s, TC plus
work on Don’s TC.

He leaves four children and several grandchildren and
Kimberly Kaufhold, his partner and at the end his
devoted care giver.
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also was, of course, a car nut supreme. He had been S

building his second MG replica, a 1931 C type.




There will be a gathering to reminisce and
raise a glass to Don’s memory at his plact
at 2650 Webster Street San Francisco.
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Saturday, January 17
between 4 and 7pm

The Wasserman home is between
Broadway and Vallejo sts and is on one of

the steeper streets in SF. Parking could be

challenging — recommend car pooling. Th¢
flat is on the top of the building, accessible
by stairs or elevator.
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The removal team assisted in the sale of Don’s D
type MG, to Kurt (forgot the name) of lowa, who

had flown out here with his bride of one week. After
some negotiating, a price was fixed and the car and

its parts were separated from the other parts at

Don’s, by the expert team. Kurt rented a van with a

ten foot box into which we stuffed the ten foot long
chassis, body and sundry bits:

Terry and | were awestricken by Kurt's selection of
the perfect MG wife — she was busy sorting through all
the bits and stuffing them in the truck, and so was
Kimberly doing same:

Don had advertised the MG and his Singer LeMans
coupe in Hemmings. The various cars and parts will
have to take a back seat until Don’s estate is worked
out.

The New Shockey Adventure

Dan Shockey and Nancy Shane have opened a gift and
book store in their new digs in lllinois. You may riéca
that they uprooted after 29 years here and went back
to the old home.

From the sound of their holiday newsletter, they are
having a lot of adventures, some good, some not so.
We certainly miss them here.

The shop In Wyoming lllinois, Pop: 1424




Holiday Party

Dick and Carolyn Duncan put on a splendid feast
fore the ARR in December at their digs in Martinez:

Present and accounted for were Sapersteins, Storms,
Swackhamers, Moores, Sanders, Chalmers, Steve
Glenn (Cherryl under the weather), Norman Tuck

and Norman Petersen, Bill Webb.
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Dwane Carlson’s MGB GT has been passed along to
Jim Silva and the expert team, with the assistance of
Aidan Corwin, will be removing it from Willows to

San Leandro in the coming month. It will be a little
challenging because the power unit is out of the car,
however we are not to be daunted!

From Chris Nowlan
Season's greetings to my MG friends! Yes, it's coldehe in
New

Hampshire and we have 15-18 inches of fresh snow on the
ground over the past few days. It really is beautiful and wh
a nice fire going in the fireplace, a warm flannel shirtfuzzy
slippers and some sipping whiskey, it's really not harda
take! Having said that, we did have a major ice storm about
10 days ago and lost all outside utilities for six days.
Fortunately, we have a standby generator so at least had
heat, water and lights. We also had a very large pine tree
that fell on the roof but only did minimal damage...it cald
have been far worse.

MMM activity has pretty well ground to a halt but at least
the L2 and J2 are running well and don't require major
work this winter. The TC could use some TLC as it'been
somewhat neglected these past years. | am already looking
forward to some vintage racing in the spring.

My 1926 Bullnose project has been progressing very
slowly but | did manage to source a full set of the allowheel
covers which are exact repros copied from the only suiving
examples in the UK. | have been involved in extensive
correspondence and historical research and have made some
significant progress.

My L2 is featured as the car of the week with the MG Car
Club website and includes a seasonal photo and car hisyor

Laurie, Dickens and | would like to wish you all tle very
best for a wonderful holiday and
for a great New Year.


















Chris Nowlan's L2!

MG L2, chassis # L2 002 was the 2nd of 90 2 seat
Magna roadsters produced in 1933 and was
delivered on April 19, 1933. The car was originally
sold through the main London distributor,
University Motors Ltd., to R.S. Fletcher, 17 Manor
Rd., Salisbury Wilts. and registered MG 2415. The
car was painted duo tone red with red interior.

L2 Magnas were specifically built for sporting use and
many of the 90 L2’s produced were used for club
racing and trials. The engines where nearly identical t
the larger K types also introduced in 1933, but were
fitted to a slightly modified version of the F type
Magna chassis and incorporated a J2 body with very
attractive swept wings. This made for a very
lightweight roadster that gave excellent performance.
Three L2's were specially prepared for the Alpine
Trials by the MG competitions department and were
highly successful both during the trails and at events at
Brooklands and elsewhere . One of these L2’s was
imported into the US in 1934 by Miles Collier and
raced successfully in early American road races.

Regrettably, none of the prewar history of L2 002 is
known, but by the mid 1950’s it was owned by a Miss
Moyna Smith in South London who purchased the car
from Checkered Flag on the Great West Rd. She drove
the car as her daily transport for a few years before
selling it to her younger brother, Adrian. Adrian drove
it to college at Cambridge and was married in the car
to Maureen in 1961. Being in need of reliable
transportation, Adrian sold the car for 10 pounds
sterling a short time later. By November 1963 the car
was owned by P.W. Meek, West Norwood, London
who corresponded with the MG Car Club about the
car and reported it to be in “extremely good
condition”. The current owner has been in contadh wit
Adrian Smith.

A few years later, 002 was purchased by Terry Bone,
who kept it as his favorite MG for many years. He
drove the car in the Lands End trials. Terry & Barry
Bone operated a prewar MG business and bought and
sold many L-types, but this particular car was retained
until November 22, 1974 when it was sold to Bill
McQuaid, an American MG Collector from
Jacksonville, Florida. Bill had good intentions of fully
restoring the car but passed away in the mid 1990’s
without ever starting on the restoration.

Chris Nowlan, the current owner, purchased the car
from the McQuaid estate in December 1997. During
the next seven years, the car was extensivelyregsto
by Chris while he was living in Santa Barbara, Ca.
While the car was by this time in very deteriorated
condition, it was virtually complete and with no
previous attempts at restoration, the process was
reasonably straightforward. Henry Weir, a truly gifted
sheet metal wizard in Santa Barbara was able to
successfully restore 90 percent of the original
sheetmetal. Virtually all of the original components
were carefully restored with few new reproduction
components being used during the restoration. The
engine was rebuilt by Bob Jones in the UK to full K3
specifications but with the capacity increased to 1408
cc's as opposed to the stock L2/K3 capacity of
1087cc. The engine is fitted with a period Marshall
1287 supercharger producing approx. 8-10 Ibs boost
and is mated to a Wilson ENV Preselector gearbox
with the close ratio gearset as fitted to K3's. The
engine currently produces approx. 140 hp which
makes for very lively performance and a true white
knuckle experience for most passengers!

L2 002 has won numerous first place, best of show
and premier awards at events on both the east and
west coast, but was primarily restored for road use
with the occasional competitive event thrown in for
good measure. After all, isn’t that what these cars
were made for?

Chris Nowlan
Amherst, NH



