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Eminence Gris         Bill Traill  -    
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Date change for the Sausage Run  
 

Sunday, July 26 
This year we will be hosted by 

Bill Webb in Soquel for a 
smoked turkey lunch 

 
Meet at Hwy 280 & Woodside Rd. at 
0930 and a quick stop at the parking 
area at Hwys 35 & 9 for anyone from 

the South Bay joining. 
 

We obviously must have an rsvp so Bill will know how many to cook for, so email at the above 
address or if this is the web version, by clicking on my name at the “about us” link on the web 

site-by Wednesday, July 22 
www.abingdonroughriders.org/AboutUs.html 

 
 

Sunday, August 16  
San Anselmo Car show 

Application further on if you’d like to put a car in. 
This will be on San Anselmo Blvd, the commercial street in San Anselmo, which parallels Sir 

Francis Drake.  Phil Frank’s TC will be there so come on out.  

http://www.abingdonroughriders.org/AboutUs.html


     

              

Coming Events 
Non-ARR events as noted by * 

 

 
*Sunday July 19,  
Presidio Concours d’Elegance 
Joe & Pat Marcotte will be showing their newly restored (Martin Hveem) TC.  Come 
out and cheer them on.  But only if you have an extra $50 each to get in! 
The web site doesn’t indicate where it is located in the rather large Presidio. 
 
Sunday July 26,   (DATE CHANGE) 
The Sausage Run, or in this case, Turkey Run to Bill Webb’s casa in Soquel. Leader 
Bill Webb 
 
*Sunday, August 16 
San Anselmo Car Show – come out and see Nigel Shiftright’s TC in all its glory.  
Rick Storms is on the organizing committee – Application further on. 
 
Sunday, August 23,  
another Fabulous Frank Fete in Bolinas – barring unforeseen events 
 
*Sunday September 6, British Car Day Brisbane Marina  
 
Sunday, September 20,  
a wine country tour, leader, The Taylors and  the Glenns 
 
October 2-3-4, Friday thru Sunday 
The 53rd annual Conclave will be at the Cambria Pines Lodge More later 
 
Sunday, November 8,  
Another Mt Diablo Diabolical Rally, by Syd Saperstein 
 
Sunday, December 6,  
Holiday Brunch in Healdsburg at the Taylor’s  
 

Don’t forget – 

www.abingdonroughriders.org 
 

Our fine web site – lots of pictures, newsletter in full colour, links to vendors, etc. 

http://www.abingdonroughriders.org/


     

              

Gathering of the Faithful – West 2009 
 
It was a record turnout for the ARR: fully 20% of the 
club was in attendance.  Sorry Safari won the award for 
greatest percentage with 19%, but we’ll let them keep 
the trophy because one of our members, who will be 
unnamed, had not registered.  In attendance were: 
 
-Terry Sanders & Cindy Weiss – NA, TF 
-Bob & Michelle Bazzica with Terry’s Arnolt 
-Your editor, with Norman Tuck in his TC 
-Martin & Loraine Hveem – TA Tickford 
-Scott & Susan Johnson - TC 
-Gary & Alanna Kennedy & Connor – TF 
-Keith & Janice Langan – other 
-Charlie & Caroline Manchester – TC 
-Joe & Pat Marcotte – TC 
-Doug & Carol Pelton – TC 
-Ed & Karen Pohle – TC 
-Walt & Bev Prowell – other 
-Dick & Judy Scardamaglia – other 
-Rick & Judy Storms – TC 
-Bill & Sally Tantau – PA 
-Tom Thaanum – TC 
-Bill Webb – TC 
-Willie Williams – TF 
- JW & Barbara Silveira - other 
 
The Storms, Norman and Allan met Tom Thaanum in 
Locksley, where the Thaanum family; Tom daughter 
Kelly with Walter and Son Cosmo had been waiting for 
brekkies.  We then proceeded to Pioneer for a layover, 
where Tom’s son Mike joined us from Jacksonville, OR 
for Father’s Day.  We had a raucous Pizza party there 
and next day off to Tahoe.  All went well except Tom 
somehow lost his parking brake and Storms had a little 
heating problem.  The car show saw Martin Hveem’s 
resto of Doug Spindler’s Tickford TA, as well as Joe 
Marcotte’s TC and a partially finished J2, in addition to 
quite a few TCs, Terry’s NA, Cindy’s TF.  Rick will 
have photos of the ones I didn’t get pics of on the web 
site. 
 
There were 111 registrants from as far afield as Hawaii 
– Willie Williams and Mike Ells -  Australia & 
Scotland. 
 

The Village at Squaw Valley accomodations were the 
best I’ve seen at a GoF.  Our place was a condo with a 
bedroom sitting room, complete kitchen including full 
frig, dishwasher and utensils.  The car show was in the 
“village”, a series of little shops on streets developed 
for the ski crowd I guess.  Lots of interesting cars 
there, - the Thelanders brought their NE racer 

 
Martin brought the newly restored Marcotte TC from 
Red Bluff.  Joe was going to drive it back but a spring 
in the (new) pressure plate broke, requiring removal of 
the engine. 
   

 
Joe & Pat Marcotte’ newly restored TC 

 
The rally/tour went up over Donner Lake on rte 20, 
back through Truckee, returning to Tahoe and down 
past Carnelian Bay, where you can see some fabulous 



     

              

wooden boats – this one with an SU equipped Rolls 
Royce engine 

 
 
The usual events were held – the Funkhana, a car-less 
funkhana, the auction and awards dinner.  We had 
several winners including a first for Joe’s TC. 
 
The Tickford that Martin spent three and a half years 
on, for Doug Spindler was , of course sensational. 

 
The Tickford with Martin at the wheel 

 
Martin also brought a partially completed J2 that 

attracted a lot of attention 

 
That’s Doug Spindler of Shingle Springs, the owner 

 
and the engine room 

 

 
Winner’s Circle 



     

              

 
Scenery wasn’t too bad – Donner Lake below 

 

 
Lining up for the rally with Squaw Ski area background 
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Bud Bradford 
 
I am sorry to have to pass along the news that member 
Bud passed away in February.  He bought my blue / 
grey TC about ten years ago and enjoyed driving the 
Blue Ridge Parkway, which was only 13 miles from his 
home in North Carolina.  I was hoping to get back 
there for a ride in the car that Jim Miller owned for 
many years and that I bought from him.   
 
The car is for sale and it is a great driver, needing 
nothing, last I knew.  It has bobbed front fenders, a 
louvered bonnet and tripod lights, Datsun steering  with 
a distinctive paint job 

If you know anyone interested let me know.  pictures: 
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Also for sale Dick Gronet’s TC 
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http://picasaweb.google.com/ALLANJCHALMERS/BlueGreyTc?authkey=Gv1sRgCMTjuc6c3IH0Pg&feat=directlink


     

              

 

 
 
 

ARR / TCMG Conclave 
October 2 – 3- 4 

Cambria California 
At the Cambria Pines Lodge 

Scene of numerous past conclaves 
Make your reservations by calling Cambria Pines Lodge 

2905 Burton Drive 
Cambria, CA 93428 

Save the Date 
Room rates start at $127 

Specify TC Club 
Toll Free (800) 445-6868 

Tel (805) 927-4200 
Fax (805) 927-4016 

E-mail Info@CambriaPinesLodge.com    www.cambriapineslodge.com 
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(The Douglas’s, as you may recall, drove from the 
tip of South America to the north slope of Alaska in 
their TC, “Wanderer”). 

Lynne & Bob arrived last Thurs. afternoon. I followed 
them into Norfolk yesterday (Mon.)  to a shipping 
warehouse where their TC was loaded into a container 
bound for England this coming Fri.  This thrilled them, 
as they thought they were going to have to leave the 
car in the warehouse and have the shipping people put 
it in the container. 
 
I got them to Norfolk airport at about 1:30 for their 
flight to New York City. I think they leave NYC on this 
coming weekend for England. 
 
In between, they spent most of a day at Colonial 
Williamsburg.  As Brits, they lucked out since this past 
weekend was "British Occupation" reenactment at 
CW.  The town was full of many, many redcoats as 
happened about 1781 when British general Benedict 
Arnold took over the town for a time. They really 
enjoyed their day although they said to see everything 
would take two or three days. 
 
As we had another engagement Friday night a member 
couple took them to dinner in Yorktown, which they 
got a kick out of since they live in Yorkshire when in 
England.  Lynne is also from Yorkshire. 
 
Our little un-affiliated Historic Williamsburg MG 
Touring Society (limited to T types) threw a very nice 
reception for them on Sat. late afternoon at a member's 
home.  About 30+ people showed up and perhaps 15 
cars-- mostly TCs.  The Douglases were ecstatic at this 
turnout. 
  
Bob helped me bleed the brakes on my TC, which has 
been up on jackstands for three years while I went off 
on a Model A Ford tangent.  (Oh fickle me.) The last 
Model A I'll ever own has been sold and now the TC 
must get back on the road.  TCs are my true loves.  I've 
had five in the last 49 years.  I had rebuilt all cylinders 
and put new shoes on. Now I'm awaiting word from 
Bob Grunau to get new hub nuts with lip seals for rear 

axles.  Bob recommended these to keep oil from 
getting on brake shoes. 
 
They cleaned their car all up inside out, top to bottom 
to get any mud or such off of it and their camping 
gear.  Dirt is not allowed to go into New Zealand, but 
they're not sure about England so they didn't take any 
chances. 
 
We had a really good time with them.  The car will be 
in Liverpool on the 24th and they'll collect it.  After a 
couple of months in England they're going to tour 
Europe. 
 
Lynne plans either another chapter or two of their first 
trip or an extension of it describing their more recent 
tour of America and Canada.  I don't know if she'll 
really do it, but she said she may tell it like it was at the 
Concord GOF.  Won't that be fun to read if she really 
does it? (ed.note: apparently they were received with 
little enthusiasm)                                                               
She's a very good writer.  Their travelogue makes 
interesting reading whether you care about old MGs or 
not.  Several of us here have encouraged her to turn it 
into a book.  She was going to go to Barnes & Noble in 
New York to find a book called "SELF PUBLISHING 
FOR IDIOTS". 
 
When they first arrived I mentioned that to her and she 
pooh-poohed the idea.  "Who would buy it?"  But after 
she heard it from several of us she started getting 
excited at the idea. 

Anyway, thanks for putting us on to them.  It was fun.  
Best wishes, Phil 

 

 



     

             
 



     

             
 



     

             
 

   
An article from MG Enthusiast Magazine about member Steve McClure’s 2008 California Mille run 



     

             
 

                      

 
                                             (Sorry about the quality – couldn’t get it better) 


