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A visit to the Bolinas Museum Sunday March 22 
For a Phil Frank Exhibit – see the announcement in this issue, to 

be followed by a little repast at “The Farmhouse” – the home 
adjacent to the “Barn” at Bolinas.  Our hostess is Susan Frank. 

Susan says “I'll supply drinks, salad and chili..anything else is welcomed” 
Either meet at the Spencer Ave. turnoff to Sausalito at the top of the 
Waldo, at about 9:30 or come on out to Bolinas, where the museum is 

located on Wharf Road in town, to meet at around 10:30 / 11:00 
 

Note! 
 

The grand opening of the exhibit is Saturday, March 7 between 3 and 5.  
Susan says come on out and drop in at the farmhouse after. 

 
For April – we will be going up Mt Hamilton with the Swackhamers.  This is a great TC run 
and was well attended last year.  More info forthcoming in the next newsletter. 
Someone just did the run and reported in the SF Chron there were 340 curves from San Jose! 

 
 

There are a few laggards in the dues payment business and you will 
be noted with a “scarlet mark” under your name.  If you feel you 

have been mistakenly singled out, please let me know.  
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Coming Events, 
as proposed by your newly elected Board of 

Directors – See above!\ 
 

Non-ARR events as noted by * 
 

 
Sunday, March 22 – A Phil Frank exhibit 
runs thru April at the Bolinas Museum.  We 
will visit and then head over to Susan’s for 
lunch.  Leader, Allan Chalmers  
 
Sunday, April 19 – a run to Mt Hamilton, 
Leader, Barry Swackhamer  
 

*Sunday May 9 - MGs by the Bay San 
Leandro 

 
*Sunday May 17, Marin Sonoma Concours 
Marin Civic Center – Rick Storms 1st 
showing of the newly restored TC – possibly 
a Phil Frank award to be given to some 
worthy car 
 
Sunday, May 31, party in or near Golden 
Gate Park, leader, Linda Chalmers 
 
Monday, June 22-Friday, June 26, GoF, 
Squaw Valley 
 
Sunday July 19, The Sausage Run, or in this 
case, Turkey Run to Bill Webb’s casa in 
Soquel. Leader Bill Webb 
 
Sunday, August 23, Another Fabulous 
Frank Fete in Bolinas  
 
*Sunday September 6, British Car Day 
Brisbane Marina (tentative) 

 
September 20, a wine country tour,  
leader, The Taylors and  the Glenns 
 
Early October – date to be set –  either first 
or second weekend 
The 53rd annual Conclave most likely at the 
Cambria Pines Lodge 
 
Sunday, November 8, Another Mt Diablo 
Diabolical Rally, by Syd Saperstein 
 
Sunday, December 6, Holiday Brunch in 
Healdsburg at the Taylor’s  
 
 

Don’t forget – 
 

www.abingdonroughriders.org 
 

Our fine web site – lots of pictures, 
newsletter in full colour, links to vendors, 

etc. 
 
 
 
February Event at the Exploratorium 
 
Well, this one came a cropper, not because of the 
subject, but the weather.  So Linda and I and Norman 
went to make sure no one showed up, sure enough no 
one did, then we went for lunch.  End of story. 
 
Restoration Projects 
 
Terry Sanders, Bob Moore, Barry Briskman and I are 
working steadily on our restos.  Aidan Corwin has his 
TC in Jim Silva’s shop, were he is currently working, 
getting his interior together.  Also underway at Jim’s 
shop – Surefit Seat Covers, in San Leandro, is Jim’s 
Arnolt, being prepared for showing this season. 
 

http://www.abingdonroughriders.org/


     

              

Any other projects underway?  Please forward a write-
up and pics for this rag! 
 
New Member 
Betty Camp tells me that Bill Camp Sr’s TC, in the 
hands of Bill Jr., is passing now to the next generation, 
Bill’s daughter.  Please welcome her to the ARR 
 
Diarma Norris 
523 So. Allegheny Ave. 
Tulsa, OK 74112 
 
Diarma’s husband is Matthew.  They might not make 
many meetings from Tulsa though.  Bill’s address in 
Tulsa has changed – it is 4448 East 14th Place, Tulsa 
74112.  He continues his membership. 
 
Jim and Mike’s Excellent Adventure 
 
Jim Silva and Mike O’Connor took off on a junket to 
Europe recently, taking in Retromobile in Paris, the 
Mercedes Benz Museum in Stuttgart and the French 
National Museum, formerly the Schlumpf collection in 
Mullhouse France among other excitements.  They 
managed to get in to see the Schlumpf on a closed day 
by following some schoolchildren on an outing.  
Nobody noticed or questioned them in their 2 ½ hours 
wandering thru the fantastic collection.  As you may 
remember, the Schlumpf brothers (how would you like 
that for a name?) were industrialists who amassed a 
fortune and a fabulous collection, noted for their 
Bugattis.  In a labor dispute the workers took over the 
collection and threatened to destroy a car a day until 
their demands were met.  One car was all it took for 
the bros to acquiesce. 

      
                  A few Type 35s 
 

 

 
 

 
The boys in all their loneliness in the collections 
 
The highlight of Retromobile was the time machine 
Type 57 Bugatti that was up for auction 

 
Still has the dirt on it 

This was the late Lord Howe’s machine that was put 
away in a lockup almost fifty years ago and was sold at 



     

              

auction for 3.4 million Euros.  It had 26,000 miles on 
it.   Shame to restore a car like this.   
 
A wine for its time 
 
As you may know, our members Dick & Judy 
Scardamaglia have been making wine up their in Glen 
Ellen – Tre Amici – and customizing their labels with 
your car.  You will be pleased to know that “Four 
Angry Cylinders”  is available now! 
 

 
If interested contact the Scardamaglias at : 
 

scardamaglia@comcast.net 
 
for their latest offerings. 
 
Another artistic Rough Rider 
 
Jim Sullivan, our member from Washington and 
sometimes Arizona has sent along a note with his dues. 
 

 
 
 
Checking out the Vacaville Project 
 

 
 
The crackerjack team of Sanders, Moore, Thaanum, 
Tuck looking over the resurrection of one of the 
Dwane Carlson TCs.  Photographer is also a member 

mailto:scardamaglia@comcast.net


                                             
  

 
 

 
 



     

              

                                                                                                                
Bill Tantau forwarded this interview with our 
former member: 
 
 Robert Lutz: The Exit Interview 
Joann Muller, 02.10.09, 10:38 AM ET 
 
DETROIT--General Motors Vice Chairman Robert 
Lutz, a legendary Detroit car guy who also worked at 
Chrysler, Ford Motor and BMW, announced his 
retirement Monday. He'll step down as product 
development chief on April  
1 and move into a senior advisory role until the end of 
2009. 
 
Lutz spoke with Forbes Detroit Bureau Chief Joann 
Muller about his legacy and the auto industry's current 
crisis. 
 
Forbes: You're leaving at a time when Detroit 
needs a handout, and Congress is clamoring for a 
change in management. Are you offering yourself 
up as a sacrificial lamb? 
 
Lutz: No, but there's no stopping chronology and 
physical aging. There comes a time when getting up at 
4:30 in the morning for a 6 a.m. meeting doesn't seem 
quite as thrilling any more. You know that Tommy 
Lee Jones movie, No Country for Old Men? Well this 
is no profession for old men. 
 
So when did it stop becoming fun? 
 
Undeniably, I'm a creative person. I'm very market 
focused. I think I have a good, innate intuition for 
what the public wants and what's going to be a hit and 
what isn't. And a lot of that has been rendered moot 
now, because what the market wants to have will 
become secondary and we're going to have to produce 
cars that satisfy regulations. 
 
We're taking the emotional element out and replacing 
it with the rational element. Never mind how fast the 
car is, or how nicely it handles, or even how much it 
costs. Will it help us meet fuel economy regulations? 
That's going to be the driver. Everything else is going 
to be secondary. Other people can do that just as well 
as I can. 

 
So cars are not going to be exciting anymore? 
 
It'll be exciting, but in a different way. How will the 
future turn out? What will be the inducement to 
customers to buy an expensive car, with very 
expensive technology, that meets fuel economy 
regulations, when gas  
is $1.50? Will the government wake up one day and 
start regulating cars down to the individual and say, 
"You must buy a fuel-efficient vehicle or we'll take 
your driver's license away"? That's one way to force 
them. With today's cheap fuel, people are back to 
buying trucks and SUVs. Nobody can sell the small 
fuel-efficient cars right now. 
 
You've often been described as the ultimate car 
guy. Do car guys get a seat at the table anymore? 
 
Absolutely--we've profoundly changed the culture at 
GM. We had maybe a 25- to 30-year dry spell from a 
senior management standpoint, where it was run as a 
business. There were a lot of priorities in running the 
business, and product was just one of many. There was 
no real top-level championing of design.  Years ago, 
[GM Chief Executive] Rick Wagoner told an 
interviewer, "This car-guy thing is overrated." He and 
I talked about that recently, and he told me, "I was 
never more profoundly wrong." You need an intense 
focus at the top on design and product. That 
conviction is really bone-deep in the company now. 
People ask me, What's my legacy? That's it. Without  
fantastic products, all the other stuff just doesn't 
matter. 
 
If the politicians and bureaucrats in Washington 
designed a car, what would it look like? 
 
There is an Internet joke, actually--the Pelosi GTxi 
SS/Rt Sport Edition from Congressional Motors. It's 
hilarious.  
Do you fear there's even a nugget of reality to it? 
 
Depending on how extreme the fuel economy 
regulations get. There is a limit, where you are 
violating the laws of physics. As long as it remains 
reasonable, I think the industry can come up with 
technology to meet the fuel economy regulations, but 



     

              

there's no denying that it's going to cost money. 
 
Won't the cost come down with volume? 
 
No, that's what people said about hybrids. It'll never 
come down to the cost of a conventional automobile, 
because there are twice as many parts, plus an 
expensive battery. There will always be a penalty to 
pay for a hybrid. It'll be interesting to see in four or 
five years, when people are confronted with all these 
more expensive vehicles, and if gas  
is still cheap. They'll come in and say,"I want a Chevy 
Tahoe." And we'll say, "I'm sorry, we won't be able to 
sell you that vehicle." So they'll decide, "Well, I'll pay a 
restorer to rebuild my engine and transmission, and I'll 
drive that thing until the wheels fall off." 
 
In the muscle car era, people were passionate 
about how fast their car was, and how powerful it 
was. Will people ever be that passionate about how 
clean and efficient their car is? 
 
Some people are like that now. We certainly see an 
emerging movement like that in the [plug-in Chevy] 
Volt. There are Toyota Prius owners who are 
absolutely freaked on putting in a second battery pack 
and converting it to a plug-in and boasting about how 
far they can go on one charge.  Frankly, I think that's 
going to be a fringe group. Most people just want the 
car for what it does. Only 5% of the public is 
dedicated enough and concerned enough about the 
environment that they will make the personal financial 
sacrifice to buy an electric car. 
 
 

So are cars becoming commodities? 
 
No, it would be a sad day if they did. This business of 
thinking you can make an appliance out of an 
automobile fails to understand why people buy certain 
automobiles and certain brands. The selection of your 
automobile and your brand is an intensely personal, 
psychological process.  Saying the primary function of 
an automobile is transportation is the same as saying 
the purpose of a $6,000 TAG Heuer wristwatch is 
telling time. It's so much more than that. I do believe 
an environmentally responsible and technologically 
advanced car can be stunningly gorgeous. Just look at 
the Cadillac Converj concept car we showed at the 
Detroit auto show. People said, That's a beautiful car, 
and I don't mind that it's electric. 
 
If you could design a car company from scratch, 
what would it be like? 
 
I think the completely revamped, slimmed-down 
General Motors will be an almost ideal company. Of 
course, we've still got work to do to get there. It's all 
very painful, and we're really sorry about having to get 
these emergency loans from the government. 
However, the good thing is, if we get through this and 
come out the other end much leaner, slimmer and with 
a competitive workforce and a debt level in line with 
the business, we will be a real powerhouse. And we'll 
be more competitive than ever. 
 
http://www.forbes.com/2009/02/10/robert-lutz-
general-motors-business-autos-
0210_robert_lutz.html?partner=weekly_newsletter 
 

                           

http://www.forbes.com/2009/02/10/robert-lutz-general-motors-business-autos-0210_robert_lutz.html?partner=weekly_newsletter


     

             
 

 
TC Door Sill Plates…. More Originality 

 
I was somewhat surprised when I first bought TC7410  as there were no classic markings on the door sill  
plates that I was used to seeing.  You know…. “ The MG Car Company Ltd.”.  Here is what I have found out 
about the sill plates. 
 
Sill plates have been a part of the MG body since e arly days.  According to Tom Metcalf, Safety Fast 
Restorations, “pre-war and MMM cars definitely used  sill plates.”  The purpose of the sill plate is to  give an 
appealing finished look to the sill to cover the in ner wrappings of the lower quarter panel transition  into 
the tub.  Secondarily, MG used this plate as a publ ic billboard for their company name.  (put caption 
under green seat photo: Tom Metcalf’s PB0268)  Also , The TA and TB parts manuals confirm sill plates o n 
these cars along with reports of same.  However, di d the TC continue using the traditional sill plate?  
 
A review of the TC parts manual shows that, yes, si ll plates were also used throughout the entire TC 
production. However, there was a change noted with the sill plates commencing with production of 
TC4837.   The change in the plates has to do with t he physical dimensions.  Early plates were 25 1/2" long 
and later plates were 23 1/2".  (Both had same widt h of 1 3/16")  Remember that the early TC tubs had 
exposed wood around the door.  This also changed at  TC 4837 when the wood was covered with sheet 
metal strips around the door perimeter and then spo t welded in place.  So, the purpose of the early do or 
sill was to provide a finished trim piece across th e full length of the door sill to also cover the ex posed 
wood.  This surface is not flat and the ends of the  sill had to be bent to conform to the corner radiu s.  
When the sheet metal was added to the doors at TC43 87, the sill plate was shortened by 2 inches 
making a much easier install without having to form  fit the corner radius.  Also the early sill used p an 
head screws to attach the plate.  Without the stres s of the corner radius the screws were changed to a  
# 4 countersunk raised head screw.  The screw patter n for early and late remained the same.  There 
were 2 screws on each end about ¾” inward and then the remaining 3 screws equally spaced between.  
Finally there was never any writing on the TC sill plates.  Modern day replacement plates with "MG Car  
Co. Ltd" are appropriate for pre-war as stated.  Al though not proper for the TC they do add a nice loo k 
for the car.   
 
As always I would welcome comments and observations . 
Doug Pelton  Doug@FromTheFrameUp.com  
 
(Photos:  Metcalf car green, TC7670 restore red)  
 
 

  

 

 
             Metcalf’s MG PB0268 with The MG  Car C o.Ltd marking     l                                                    TC 7670 with the plain short si lls 
 

 



     

             
 

 


