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November 2009                                                                 Vol.  LI(51) no. 11 
President -     John Taylor -          
  
Vice President & Webmaster-   Rick Storms -       
      
Activities Director       Sue Swackhamer -  
           
Secty/Treas/Newsletter Editor-     Allan Chalmers -   
           

Eminence Gris         Bill Traill  
 

Post Columbus Day Dinner 
Saturday, November 7 at 7pm 

Sotto Mare Italian Restaurant 
552 Green Street, San Francisco 

Full course dinner  
Focaccia, cheese & crackers 

Antipasti & salad  
*Grilled wild salmon & veggies  

wine & dessert 
$56 per person all inclusive.  Please send check to   

Allan Chalmers, 1231 12 th ave, San Francisco 94122 by October 26 
Word has it that Christopher may even put in an app earance!  

Syd and Judi Saperstein have arranged this special dinner instead of the Mt. Diablo tour.  The 
restaurant will make a donation based on our number  to a charity of our choice.  

Feel free to invite friends – we need at least 20 a nd a max of 30 folks  
*If you don’t eat salmon let us know when you send t he check and the chef will have an alternative for you  

 
Holiday Party 

Sunday, December 6 
Brunch in Healdsburg at the 

Taylor’s  
Details further on 

 
 



     

              

Coming Events 
Non-ARR events as noted by * 

 
 

Saturday, November 7,  the Mt Diablo Diabolical Rally, by Syd Saperstein has morphed into a 
North Beach San Francisco Columbus Day dinner and celebration with entertainment by one 
Sydney columbustein.  See first page. 
 

Sunday, December 6,  Holiday Brunch in Healdsburg at the Taylor’s Victorian – more anon 
 

Conclave No. 53 
 

Meeting time was 10ish at McDs off Cochrane in 
Morgan Hill.  Assembled TCs were: Chalmers, 
Marcotte, Storms, Traill.  As it turned out, we just 
missed Terry and Cindy by five minutes.  They and 
the Stobbes met us at Nepenthe for lunch.  Also at 
Nepenthe were the Matlocks.  A great drive in 
good weather with very little traffic was a real 
pleasure. 
 

 
World’s best TC road       

 

 
What, us worried? 

 
We were the first ones there, but the southern 
contingent dribbled in shortly.  There was a spot of 
bother with Pete Thelander’s ignition but soon put 
to right and onward. 
 
Friday night found several folks at the Simmons’ 
digs for one of Linda Simmons’ fabulous “snacks”, 
plus drinks and much socializing as usual.   
 
The Saturday run was put together by Steve and 
Linda Simmons and consisted of olive oil tasting all 
around the Paso Robles area!   
 

 
The first stop – hour and a half! 

   
There was the usual banquet Saturday night with 
announcements of winners of the gimmick rally 
that went along with the olive oil.  The Simmons 
put together a miniature tower bridge for each 
table, with a miniature TC on each one.  The TCs 
were photos of TCMGers and ARR folk. 
 
Next day of course there was the requisite line-up.  
We had 16 cars – two left early.   
 



     

             
 

Jack Kahler and Bill and Jeannie Bollendonk were 
there from Colorado. 

  
Jeff and Colleen Stobbe at the line-up 
 
The ride home was a tad cold and breezy as can be 
attested by Terry and Cindy (ah, the pleasure of 
side curtains). 

 
 
From the T-ABC list 
 
I thought this description of the vagaries of our 
quirky cars was apt: 
 

I agree with others on this list that the 
idiosyncrasies of a 61 year  old sports car are part 
of its charm, an integral part of the experience  of 
driving a TC. I like the bone-crushing ride, the 
way it smells like warm oil, leather and gasoline, 
the variety of mechanical noises it  makes and the 
way it vibrates and shakes and squeaks as if it's 
alive.  Watching the needle of that beautiful 
chronometric tachometer ratcheting  up and down 
the dial is terrific. I like to fire the motor at shows 

and  demonstrate the tach's movement and explain 
the connection of this  

device, a frenchman named Jaeger and the Red 
Baron. People love it. 

 I have wrestled with the idea of VW steering for a 
long time and  finally gave in last week. Bud 
Silvers and I installed one of his kits at  his house 
and I couldn't be happier. It is amazing. All of the 
fun with  none of the terror. My TC wants to go 
where I want to go now. No more  arguing about 
the best line through a turn. No more changing 
lanes by  blinking, we're partners now, no shadows 
or ghosts can deter us. I tend  to drive fast and I 
now have the confidence to go faster and farther 
from  home, and will be installing seat belts soon. 

 I'll keep the stock bits for the next owner so he 
can relive those  thrilling moments from 
yesteryear if he wishes, but I'll never go back. 

 With respect and love for all TC's and their 
owners, 

 Jim Goodwin TC5524 

 
Miller/Chalmers/Bradford TC sold! . 
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And Dick Gronet’s car still available 



     

             
 

 
              
. Contact Member Dick 
Gronet at (650) 529-1716 or 
�����������	���
��� . 
 
More info in September 
newsletter on the web  
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1959 Morris Woody Traveller, runs well, has powerful 
Toyota 1200cc motor, original wood, could use 

refinishing. 4 speed trans. Michelin tires, surf board on 
demountable rack, (comes with car if wanted) Yellow 

paint, some rust on underside. Good looking 
cloth interior, no radio or heater. $7900 OBO             

Ron Simon 818-708-2033 
simon90248@yahoo.com  call or e-mail for 

additional pictures. 
 
News from the Wasserman Collection 
 
Shortly, the various vehicles in Don’s estate will be 
coming up for sale.  All have been appraised and a 
price needs to be set.  Currently only the Singer 
Lemans coupe is set at $7500 or offers.  This is not 
a project for the faint of heart, although it is all 
there and original. 

 
 

Pictures of the various vehicles can be found at the 
following link: 
�
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Mystery Wheels 
 

New and interesting things keep showing up in 
Don’s trove of parts – check out the wheels – 13 x 
4.50 and 13 x 7.50.  they are knock offs that seem 
to be made from regular, perhaps TC, inner hubs 
welded to solid wheels, mounting Goodyear Blue 
Streak racing tires.  These are looking for a new 
owner.  Let me know if you are interested.  They 
would look silly on a TC, but a Spridget racecar? 
 

 
Tools  
 

I have been helping Don’s family in parting with 
his large collection of parts and tools.  A number 
of  tools have been sold to club members and  their 
friends.  I have been pondering what to do with 
useful items that wouldn’t really sell for much, but 
which would be helpful to club members.   
 
A couple items are a heavy duty tubing bender, 
suitable for creating headers, an engine hoist that 
has been very helpful in moving stuff in the shop, a 
frame straightening tool set, plus other items.  I 
will pass more info on these things in future issues. 
An Eastern Member Returns 



     

             
 

 

Member Bill Kendall was out for a visit to his old 
haunts.  He started out as a local member, a Palo 
Alto boy, but has moved around the world and 
now lives near Washington, D.C..  Bill currently 
drives a TB and also has a TC waiting for some 
attention.   
 

We got a few Rough Riders together for tire 
kicking at Fantasy Junction, then TA Terry’s 
before a bit of lunch 
 

 
Norman Tuck, Bob Anderson, TA Terry, Bill Kendall 

 
The Bill Phy & TA Terry Black,red and chrome resto TC 
 
At Fantasy Junction we ogled the usual collection 
of fabulous cars on consignment.  Who needs a 
concours when you can get an eyeful in 
Emeryville? 
 

One of the new additions was Norman Petersen’s 
1959 Porsche 356 Cabriolet.  This car was 
purchased new by Norman’s father in Germany.  
He ordered it with silver paint, red leather and the 
chrome rudge knockoff wheels. 
 

 
 
This is a fabulous car that norman is very 
reluctantly selling.  Wouldn’t it be nice if some 
Rough Rider were to buy it?  Oh, wouldn’t I love 
to!  Price is $159,500 in case you were thinking 
about it. 
 
Machinist Recommendation 
 
Norman Tuck and I have our engine machine work 
done by the shop that does all J.W. Silveira’s 
work, Stirtz Automotive Machine in Oakland.  
Carl knows our engines and does very nice work . 
 

 
 
TC Tourers   
 
Congrats to the Northwest’s TC club on 20 years.  
Jim Sullivan is also a member of the ARR



     

             
 

 
Yet another TC up for grabs 
 
This is a very good project for someone at a 
REALLY attractive price – I have added all his 
pictures to give you an idea.  Jump on this!!!: 
 
For Sale:  1947-48 vintage MG-TC, 
Chassis # 3405, Engine XPAG 4089. 
By former member Dennis Sparks 
  
 I acquired this car in 1977, at a time when I was 
full of enthusiasm and had time to spare for a 
restoration project. We lived in St. Helena at that 
time and I had lots of encouragement from Bill 
Tantau, as well as others in the Roughriders group.  
Time ran out, however, and the enthusiasm waned 
as other pursuits interfered with shop time.  The 
car is well along to completion, but some critical 
aspects remain, enough to test most MG devotee’s 
passion and skills.  As you can see from the pics, 
the car is about ready to paint.  The chassis, 
engine, rear-end, front end are all pretty much re-
done, although some serious final work remains in 
those areas.  I have done no work on the 
upholstery, top, or trim, but everything is there, 
along with a variety of duplicates and other parts, 
etc.   
I now live in Bellingham, Washington and the MG 
is stored in the garage of a condo we own in 
Fairfield, CA.  I have continued to work in 
California and spend a few days a month in the 
area, but not enough time to work on the MG.  
The condo is being sold, however, and the MG 
must go – either north to Bellingham, or on the 
block here. If you have an interest in the car, please 
give me a call or e-mail and we can arrange a time 
to look at it, preferably in the next couple of 
weeks. The offering price is $10,500. 
 

Dennis Sparks 
722 13th St. 
Bellingham, WA  98225 
 

Phone:  (360) 733-6223 home       
  (707)738-2660 cell 
  (707) 252-9493 office, Napa 
e-mail:  dms@napanet.net 
 

(Note to Jim Sullivan – Has Dennis contacted your 
group?) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



     

             
 

 
 
Yet another car for sale! 
I got a call from a fellow assisting a widow in 
parting with a superb TF, a show winner in 
Oregon.  I am going to put his pictures as well as 
Dennis Sparks photos in a Picasa album: 
 
Tim Bangert, CISR 
336 SW Cyber Dr. Ste. D-104 
Bend, OR 97702 
Ph. (541)382-7772  fax (541)388-5403 
Asking price is $29,999  
 

 
 
I have put several pictures of the TC and TF into a 
Picasa file: 
�
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Phil May invents $10 luggage rack 
 
I’ll let him tell it: 

Well, yesterday I made a rack out of pvc pipe, T 
joints, elbows and a connector  from Lowes.  Took 
half a day and cost under $10. It only worked 
because of the vertical nerf bar "bumpers" on the 
rear. Painted it today. Doubt if the paint will hold 
up to bungee hooks, etc. but it looks better than 
the white pipe. 

Amazingly the sides are a combination of T joints 
and elbows and were exactly the right length when 
glued all together to let the fourth crossbar pipe 
rest on the slanting tire.  Then I cut that bar in 
half and used a single connector.  That enlarged 
the diameter so the connector rests on the spare 
tire hub knockoff, thereby adding additional 
support. I'm please and just hope it holds up on 
the 500 mile trip we'll be taking in a week and a 
half. 

It's a bit more than 36 inches wide.  Having it low 
means it doesn't block rearview mirror. 

Don't think this is worthy of an article because 
many cars don't have nerf bars or even if they do, 
the bars might be spaced differently than mine. 
But if you wanted to just mention it and put in a 
couple of pics it might help someone in the club. 

 



     

             
 

Shedding Some Light on the MG TC Map & 30 Lights 
In 1935, Howard Hughes set the world speed record of 352 mph in his Hughes H-1 Racer.  That same year 
England passed legislation for the first time to limit the speed to 30 mph in all towns and villages.  This very act set 
the stage for the infamous 30 light in our cars today.  But not all TC’s had one.  Only the Home Models had the 30 
Light on the dash and the particular components associated with 30 light in the speedo.  Or is this correct?  Well, 
no, not completely.  Let me explain.   
The TC has 2 panel lights, one on each side of the center control panel.  On an Export Model these are both maps 
lights.  However, on the Home Model, the right hand map light was originally a 30 light.  Its function was simple, 
come on and alert the driver if the speed reached 30 mph.  Both the map light and the 30 light use the same the 
same base.  So this is a common item and interchangeable between the 2 lights.  The difference however, is in the 
trim caps.  The map light has a window to shine the light out of and “onto the map”.  The 30 light is totally 
enclosed except it has a beveled edge green lens in the end of the cap.  But how does the 30 light work? 
Inside the TC speedo there is a mechanism that simply acts as an on/off switch.  At 30 mph a contact is closed and 
grounds the circuit.  Here is the interesting part.  All TCs came with this switching mechanism inside their speedo.  
It is integral to the speedo itself and there was no such thing as a Home or Export Model speedo.  If you look at 
the back of an original speedo you will see the small finger screw cap that is used for wiring the 30 light circuit to.  
That’s it.  Just connect the wire to this terminal.  The instrument is grounded by the speedo cable going to the 
gearbox which is grounded to the chassis to complete the circuit.   If you look at the photo of the inner workings 
of the speedo you can see the center post for the needle.  Below that is a disc that makes contact with the brass bar 
when the speed reaches 30 mph.  So what if your 30 light does not work? 
Remember the bases for the 2 lights are the same.  Check to see if your base is turned on.  Like your map light, 
turn the base of the 30 lamp clockwise to the on position and leave it there all the time.  If this does not work 
replace the bulb.  If this fails then you will have to get into wiring and maybe even have your speedo checked. 
For those of you, who will be rebuilding your dash, please reference the TC Instruction Manual (Brown Book) for 
proper wiring.  However, for the early TC owners, keep in mind that the current reprint of the 1945/48 Home 
model wiring does not show a 30 light.  You will have to use the 1948/49 Home model diagram.  Or visit 
http://fromtheframeup.com   and look under Tech Tips for a copy of the original 1946 wiring diagram with the 
RF91 regulator with the early color codes for wiring. 
Acknowledgements go to Fred Kuntz and Craig Seabrook, Whitworth Shop, Ohio for their technical assistance 
and photos.   If you are in need of a Map Light or 30 Light, these are available with many other hard to find parts 
from “From the Frame Up”.  As always send comment to doug@FromTheFrameUp.com 
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