
����
��������������������������������� ���	�
��	���
	�
��	���
	�
��	���
	�
��	���
� ���	�����	�����	�����	����� � ���

 
October 2009                                                                 Vol.  LI(51) no. 10 
President -     John Taylor -          
  
Vice President & Webmaster-   Rick Storms -       
      
Activities Director       Sue Swackhamer -  
           
Secty/Treas/Newsletter Editor-     Allan Chalmers -   
           
Eminence Gris         Bill Traill

 

 

 

ARR / TCMG Conclave 
October 2 – 3 - 4       Cambria California 

At the Cambria Pines Lodge,  Scene of numerous past conclaves 
(See further for touring details) 

 

Post Columbus Day Dinner 
Saturday, November 7 at 7pm 

Sotto Mare Italian Restaurant 
552 Green Street, San Francisco 

Full course dinner  
Focaccia, cheese & crackers 

Antipasti & salad  
*Grilled wild salmon & veggies  

wine & dessert 
$56 per person all inclusive.  Please send check to   

Allan Chalmers, 1231 12 th ave, San Francisco 94122 by October 26 
Word has it that Christopher may even put in an app earance!  

Syd and Judi Saperstein have arranged this special dinner instead of the Mt. Diablo tour.  The 
restaurant will make a donation based on our number  to a charity of our choice.  

Feel free to invite friends – we need at least 20 a nd a max of 30 folks  
*If you don’t eat salmon let us know when you send t he check and the chef will have an alternative for you  



     

              

Coming Events 
Non-ARR events as noted by * 

 

October 2-3-4, Friday thru Sunday 
The 53rd annual Conclave will be at the Cambria Pines Lodge flyer attached – better sign up 
 

Saturday, November 7,  the Mt Diablo Diabolical Rally, by Syd Saperstein has morphed into a 
North Beach San Francisco Columbus Day dinner and celebration with entertainment by one 
Sydney columbustein.   
 

Sunday, December 6, Holiday Brunch at the Taylor’s Victorian in Healdsburg – more anon 
 

September Wine Tour 
It was a small but select set of Rough Riders that set 
off from North Santa Rosa for a super run in perfect, 
but soon to be rather warm weather.  Steve and Cherryl 
Glenn were our leaders, followed by the Storms, 
Chalmers, Taylors.  First stop was for a tour of the 
Korbel Winery on River Road outside Guerneville. 

 
Great roads 

 From there, over some seldom driven back roads to 
Occidental, for a Union Hotel lunch, then back through 
the Russian River resort towns, then toodling over the 
West Side Highway, thru a sea of grapes,  to 
Healdsburg, where we decided that the near 100 degree 
weather indicated heading to the Taylor’s air 
conditioning.  Showing up at this time was Dick 
Nyquist, our newest member, more info later. 

 
Storms, Glenn, Taylor, Nyquist kicking tires 

Mutual friends in Healdsburg had given John a dvd of 
“Diamonds on Wheels, by the Disney Studios, in 1974 
Britain.  The heroes, in “The Red Car” style, rebuilt a 
wrecked red TC and ran it in a rally, fighting off ne’er-
do-wells along the way.  We watched and cheered the 
heroes while having yet another meal. 

 
Cherryl, yrs trly, Linda, Judy with popcorn, cheering the heroes 

 
                  Projected on the wall of the garage 

 
 
 



     

              

Conclave 
 

For those so situated and inclined, we will meet at 
McDonalds in Morgan Hill, off at East Dunne to the 
right.   We will meet there for a little cholesterol and 
leave by about  10 AM? 
 

The following are known to be attending: 
Chalmers(2) / Storms(2) / Pohle(2) 
Sanders(2) / Traill(1) /       Crandall(2) 
Marcotte(2) / Matlock(2) / Stobbe(2) 
 

If you are going and not on the list it means you have 
not gotten in your dinner order for Saturday night.  
 
So far a total of 52 folks in all from both ends of the 
state and further reaches.  A pretty good turnout.   
 

New members 
As noted, Dick & Rochelle Nyquist are new members 
 

Dick & Rochelle Nyquist 
3765 Napa Road 
Sonoma, CA 95416  
��������	��  
 

Dick bought the EXU TC that went to GoF at Tahoe 
this year.  He also has numerous other “arcane” cars, 
including four Morris 8s. a traction Avant Citroen and a 
British Omnibus, as I am informed.  We need to get a 
tour of this collection! 
 

How about a Pocket Rocket? 
 

Came out of the house a few weeks ago and noted, to 
my amazement, an Ariel Atom in the driveway of the 
corner apartment house!  If you haven’t heard about 
this amazing vehicle, check out  Top Gear, the British 
TV car show, on this amazing car:   

���
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Anyway, I go down the street and find that the owner, 
Caroline, is a tall reheaded Brit and is thrilled with her 
car – “I’ve waited 14 months for delivery!” 
 

In the photo, she is about to go off with a brave male 
friend for a weekend up Highway 1 to Fort Bragg.  
They are wearing motorcycle leathers for this foray, 
cuz there’s no body work!   I am�
����������������� �����
�
�!��	�����"��� ��#���	����!���$%��%&�'�(�� !����� ��
�
 

 

 
Caroline’s male companion looking apprehensive 

 

Former members make the front page 
Dick and Ann Grace were members in the early days 
and more recently, after they bought Doug Wimer’s J2 
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mailto:ran@vom.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WaWoo82zNUA
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/object/article?f=/c/a/2009/09/27/MN1619TBPP.DTL&object=%2Fc%2Fpictures%2F2009%2F09%2F26%2Fmn-grace27_phb2_0500541219.jpg
http://tinyurl.com/ya44mrs
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Jim Fleming, newly re-membered now in arizona sent a memory of the Carroll Shelby car, Which I promptly mislaid 
but here it is:  He also sent a photo of his excellent set of cars, although he says the TC has timber front fenders! 

             

Miller/Chalmers/Bradford TC For Sale . 

 
If you know anyone interested let me know.  pictures: 

���
��������#�	��������01  
 
 

And also Dick Gronet’s car 
 

              
. Contact Member Dick Gronet at 
(650) 529-1716 or 
�����������	���
��� . 
 
More info in last month’s 
newsletter on the web for both  

 
 

http://picasaweb.google.com/ALLANJCHALMERS/BlueGreyTc?authkey=Gv1sRgCMTjuc6c3IH0Pg&feat=directlink
mailto:dgronet@netzero.com


     

              

                      

 

 
 

ARR / TCMG Conclave 
October 2 – 3- 4       Cambria California 

At the Cambria Pines Lodge,  Scene of numerous past conclaves 
Make your reservations by calling Cambria Pines Lodge 

2905 Burton Drive, Cambria, CA 93428 
Room rates start at $127, Specify TC Club 

Toll Free (800) 445-6868 / Tel (805) 927-4200 / Fax (805) 927-4016 
E-mail Info@CambriaPinesLodge.com     www.cambriapineslodge.com  

 

2009 TCMG / ARR Conclave Dinner Reservation Form  
Please enter the quantity of each selection and mail this form along with payment no later than 
September 20. 
Entree choices:   Cost      Qty. 
Vegetarian Ravioli Medley  $37   ________ 
Top Sirloin    $37   ________ 
Macadamia Crusted Halibut  $43   ________ 
Dinners include salad and dessert.  A no host bar is also provided.  Prices include tax, gratuity and room rental fee. 

         Dinner reservations and checks are due by September 20 th! 
Please send to Joyce Edgar, 1454 Chase Terrace, El Cajon, CA 92020 

 

 

mailto:Info@CambriaPinesLodge.com
http://www.cambriapineslodge.com/


     

             
 

Abingdon Heritage – Let’s not forget 
 
I recently travelled to England in search for more lost items for our cars.  I would have been remiss had 
I not travelled to Abingdon to pay homage to and tour the very location that our cars were manufactured. 
So off I went on the quest walk the same turf as Cecil Kimber, the father of the MG. 
 
I pulled off the main highway and headed towards Abingdon town center.  A short distance, I saw a sign 
that said MG Car Club with an arrow.  I turned and knew I was close to my target destination.  And that 
was the end of the trail.  As any good tourist, who had lost the trail, I stopped and asked for directions. 
I was shocked by the responses I got.  “MG what?  I have no idea.  Never heard of it.”  Could it be that 
the MG marquee was more important to outsiders than the very town that the “MG Car Co.” served as 
the heart and soul of for so many years? 
 
I finally found a lady that knew where to direct me.  I felt total relief and was off on the final leg of my 
journey.  When I arrived at the old MG factory site, nothing was there commemorating the site as the 
home of the MG.  No sign, no plaque, no nothing.  However, just prior to the actual factory site there 
was a beautiful old brick building titled the Kimber House.  It had an Octagon MG plaque on the outside 
and MG etched glass in each of the windows.  I had found the home of the MG Car Club. 
 
Inside I met Julian White, General Manager of the MG Car Club.  He had confirmed my suspicions. 
Time had taken its toll on the memories of the MG in Abingdon.  The city fathers have made little  
effort to preserve the history of the company within the community.  It was the MG Car Club that made  
the effort to collect and archive the local memorabilia and preserve the local heritage.  Julian gave me  
a personal tour of the club and shared an insight to the archived treasured materials that they had secured 
from local residents and from even some of the dumpsters, when the factory was closed. 
 
As a huge “turn for the better” Julian handed me a newly created brochure that detailed the local 
history with maps of “MG points of interest” to include the actual routing of the factory test routes. 
Although the factory buildings have since all been long gone and the area has been transformed into 
a residential community, this detailed brochure gave me what I was looking for:  a picture of the local 
history of the MG in Abingdon. 
 
If you go to Abingdon, make your first stop the “Kimber House”, home of the MG Car Club.  They  
have a very nice MG museum which is constantly expanding.  There you can see the items that sat 
on Cecil Kimber’s desk to include the famous phone with the number of Abingdon 251.  While at the 
club, pick up the club’s guide to Abingdon and Oxford and drive the actual routes that your cars 
were driven during their test runs after production.  Also, stop at Cecil Kimber’s home on Oxford 
Road, a beautiful structure converted to a restaurant called the Boundary House, for dinner.   And finally, 
spend some time in the quaint Town Center.   Try to imagine the tempo of the town when the MG  
factory was the very heart of the community. 
 
I would also ask that you support the MG Car Club.  www.mgcc.co.uk  In doing so, you will be  helping to 
preserve the local heritage of the MG unique only to “Abingdon on the Thames”.   It was a  great trip.  Doug 
Pelton, doug@fromtheframeup.com 
 

                              

http://www.mgcc.co.uk/
mailto:doug@fromtheframeup.com


     

             
 

          
 

  
 

 



     

             
 

 

 

���������	
���������	
���������	
���������	
� ���
����	
������
�������	
������
�������	
������
�������	
������
���

��������� ���
����������	
������	����������	
������	����������	
������	����������	
������	 ����
����	��������	�
�����	��������	�
�����	��������	�
�����	��������	�
�  

 

   

 
����	��� �!"#���#$$%"����	��� �!"#���#$$%"����	��� �!"#���#$$%"����	��� �!"#���#$$%"� ����&��&��&��&�

	"'����(�)"'"	"'����(�)"'"	"'����(�)"'"	"'����(�)"'"   

*��	���+*��	���+*��	���+*��	���+� ������

�
���	�,�������

�
���	�,�������

�
���	�,�������

�
���	�,����

�
�������''����	�������#-$$��"� ��.�����!����"��

�
�������''����	�������#-$$��"� ��.�����!����"��

�
�������''����	�������#-$$��"� ��.�����!����"��

�
�������''����	�������#-$$��"� ��.�����!����"��
/�

���������/�

���������/�

���������/�

���������� ����0&�1��-2�0&�1��-2�0&�1��-2�0&�1��-2�����0	��������������������'���3��0	��������������������'���3��0	��������������������'���3��0	��������������������'���3�4 444�/�

�����"�/�

�����"�/�

�����"�/�

�����"  

/��5�6��78/��5�6��78/��5�6��78/��5�6��78  

�5�9��9� +�5�9��9� +�5�9��9� +�5�9��9� +� ���
�����	
+�����	
+�����	
+�����	
+��� ����������:��"$$�:��"$$�:��"$$�:��"$$����
�������+�������+�������+�������+� ����:#$"$$�:#$"$$�:#$"$$�:#$"$$����
0�����	
��)	��20�����	
��)	��20�����	
��)	��20�����	
��)	��2� ���
:($"$$��	���	�����)	�,��
�:($"$$��	���	�����)	�,��
�:($"$$��	���	�����)	�,��
�:($"$$��	���	�����)	�,��
�
�)	���)	���)	���)	�� �  

�
� 

 

*�5�9 �+*�5�9 �+*�5�9 �+*�5�9 �+� ���
�
������*��
��
�0	�������
������*��
��
�0	�������
������*��
��
�0	�������
������*��
��
�0	������
������2+������2+������2+������2+����
/�

�������	�������	���	
���	���/�

�������	�������	���	
���	���/�

�������	�������	���	
���	���/�

�������	�������	���	
���	���
3��!"3��!"3��!"3��!"� ���
#&$(��"� ��.�����!�"��#&$(��"� ��.�����!�"��#&$(��"� ��.�����!�"��#&$(��"� ��.�����!�"��
/�

�����/�

�����/�

�����/�

������ ���
&(;&(;&(;&(;4444&�%&�%&�%&�%4444&%$$&%$$&%$$&%$$����
/�<+�&(;/�<+�&(;/�<+�&(;/�<+�&(;4444&�%&�%&�%&�%4444$#%%$#%%$#%%$#%% 

*	�
����3"�"��

�����	��������	�
�*	�
����3"�"��

�����	��������	�
�*	�
����3"�"��

�����	��������	�
�*	�
����3"�"��

�����	��������	�
�  

      

5�������5�������5�������5���������+��+��+��+����� �	��1(=�&��������	�
�"� �	��1(=�&��������	�
�"� �	��1(=�&��������	�
�"� �	��1(=�&��������	�
�"� ��������� ��.�����!��������������&�����.	�"������ ��.�����!��������������&�����.	�"������ ��.�����!��������������&�����.	�"������ ��.�����!��������������&�����.	�"� ����8�	���8�	���8�	���8�	��
.���".���".���".���"� ����7����
���������*	�
������5��!�"�7����
���������*	�
������5��!�"�7����
���������*	�
������5��!�"�7����
���������*	�
������5��!�"  

  /���'���������'	����+/���'���������'	����+/���'���������'	����+/���'���������'	����+    

>�������'>�������'>�������'>�������'   6����������	�6����������	�6����������	�6����������	�  

1;11;11;11;14444&%-&%-&%-&%-4444�-1&�-1&�-1&�-1&   &(;&(;&(;&(;444411%11%11%11%4444&#%(&#%(&#%(&#%( 

,��
���'?�	���
��,"���,��
���'?�	���
��,"���,��
���'?�	���
��,"���,��
���'?�	���
��,"���   ���"�������	�?'��	��,���)"��'���"�������	�?'��	��,���)"��'���"�������	�?'��	��,���)"��'���"�������	�?'��	��,���)"��'  

   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



     

             
 

California Autumn Classic 
(Note that members Jesse Bregman and Bill Webb are co-ordinators) 
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1959 Morris Woody Traveller, runs well, has powerful Toyota 1200cc motor, original wood, could use refinishing. 4 speed trans. 
Michelin tires, surf board on demountable rack, (comes with car if wanted) Yellow paint, some rust on underside. Good looking 

cloth interior, no radio or heater. $7900 OBO             Ron Simon 818-708-2033 
simon90248@yahoo.com  call or e-mail for additional pictures. 



     

             
 

 
Thanks to the Southeastern  MG T register 

 
 

 


