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Saturday, September 26, note date change from 20th 
wine country tour  

The Tour  will take place Saturday, September 26th.  For those wishing to spend the weekend in 
the Wine Country, the Hilton Garden Inn, located at 417 Aviation Blvd. near the airport is new 

and reasonable. Their phone number is #707-545-0444.  
Friday, the 25th the Glenns will host cocktails and hors d'oeuvres at our house starting at 

6:30pm.  (see directions further on) Saturday morning our tour will start at 9:30am from Kal's 
Mocha Cafe parking lot (near the Hilton Garden Inn).  Exit the 101 Freeway at Airport Blvd. 
and go west toward the Sonoma County Airport. Kal's is on the corner of Airport Blvd. and 
Aviation Blvd.  We will stop by the Korbel cellars and head to Occidental for lunch at the 

historic Union Hotel.  Saturday evening following the tour, which will end at approximately 4:30 
pm, the Taylors will host a light dinner at their home in Healdsburg.   

For anyone staying over on Saturday night, we will meet for a casual breakfast at Kal's Mocha 
Cafe (near the hotel) at 9:00 am. Sunday morning.   

  
We would request an RSVP for those participating no later than Sept. 10th via email or phone. 

Glenns:  (707) 566-9951  cherrylglenn@msn.com    
Taylors:  (707) 431-1092 johnni42@comcast.net 

 
British Car Day 

Brisbane Marina September 12th – Tour to the Sea 
September 13th – Car display 

See the flyer for details 
 

Conclave October 2 – 4 
Note that you need to get dinner monies and choice in by the 20th

http://us.mc839.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=cherrylglenn@msn.com
http://us.mc839.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=johnni42@comcast.net


     

              

Coming Events 
Non-ARR events as noted by * 

 

*Sunday September 13,  
British Car Day Brisbane Marina – there is no charge this year.   
 

Saturday, September 26 – another change in date!  
a wine country tour, leader, The Taylors and  the Glenns – see front page 
 
 

October 2-3-4, Friday thru Sunday 
The 53rd annual Conclave will be at the Cambria Pines Lodge flyer attached – better sign up 
 

Saturday, November 7,  The Mt Diablo Diabolical Rally, by Syd Saperstein has morphed into a 
North Beach San Francisco Columbus Day dinner and celebration with entertainment by one 
Sydney columbustein.  Further news on this impending excitement will be forthcoming 
 

Sunday, December 6,  
Holiday Brunch in Healdsburg at the Taylor’s  
 
The Bolinas fest 
 
Another great  BBQ at Susan Frank’s ’s barn in 
Bolinas.  An excellent turnout, fine victuals and copious 
beverages.  Not too many TCs though – Taylors, 
Storms and one TA, one Bugeye. 
 
 

 
 

 
Attending were: 
Storms, Duncans, Sapersteins, Taylors, Moores, 
Chalmers, Tucks, Bill Clarke, Jim Hill, Norman 
Petersen,  Terry Sanders and of course our hostess, 
Susan Frank and her canine assistants, Gus and Mitch.  
Our newest member, Dick Nyquist showed up in his 
1938 Citroen Traction Avant.  Dick lives in Sonoma 
and recently purchased the yellow EXU that was for 
sale at the GoF in Tahoe.   



     

              

 

 
Dick Nyquist & yrs trly with a diabolical seat problem. 

 
San Anselmo Car Show 
 
I drove the Nigel Shiftright “Four Angry Cylinders” 
over to this event,  put on by the city of San Anselmo, 
under the able direction of Rick Storms and a few other 
locals.  Rick won a prize, but then why not? 
 
Nigel’s car was display only, complete with two very 
large Asphalt State Park bears.  One was donated to 
the silent auction, the other accompanied me back to 
the Sausalito lockup.  I believe more than a few 
motorists were startled to see a bear driving a car. 

 
 
Also - Steve Plath showed his Daimler SP250 at the 
show. 
 

 
Susan and her assistants checking on the car at the show 

 
Wasserman Ferrari Sale 
 
Don’s 225S Ferrari sold for $782,000 at the RM 
auction.  Check the write-up on Don at: 
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Don’t know how long it will be active, but there are 
also results from other auctions on this site.  A whole 
gaggle of woodies were sold, as well as a TA Tickford 
for $142 thou.  It has an XPAG engine.  I wonder if the 
buyer knew.  On the other hand, buyers at these 
auctions usually have more money than car knowledge. 
 
From Mike O’Connor 
 
1949 MGTD?  
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We don’t need no stinkin roundabouts (or traffic lights ) 
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A car from the past 
 
Norman Tuck’s first TC showed up on the T-ABC list.  
Norman bought it when he was 16 in Florida.  The car 
is still there!  The car was listed in the TC Motoring 
Guild’s Register back in the sixties.  
 
 

http://www.rmauctions.com/FeatureCars.cfm?SaleCode=MO09&CarID=r181
http://www.mgcars.org.uk/mgtd/mgtd_heritage_pics.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oFVu82a0o_U


     

              

Miller/Chalmers/Bradford TC For Sale 
This TC has been owned by three Rough Riders. It is a 
great driver, needing nothing, last I knew.  It needs 
some attention due to its being undriven while Bud 
Bradford was terminally ill. 
 It has bobbed front fenders, a louvered bonnet and 
tripod lights, Datsun steering  with a distinctive paint 
job, engine rebuilt by the late Darrell Akins in San 
Leandro.  It has a complete set of Collingburn seats and 
upholstery. 

If you know anyone interested let me know.  pictures: 
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Also for sale - Dick Gronet’s TC 
 

 

1948 MG TC. Total frame off original restoration 
completed end of 2006, 2k miles since. Regency red 
lacquer with tan hood, interior, and spare tire cover. 
Winner of numerous concours (3 firsts and one 2nd at 
Hillsborough, Palo Alto, and MGs by the Bay). 
Installed Shorrock late 1940s supercharger last year. 
Stainless steel exhaust, 4 new Dunlop tires and tubes. 
Car is perfect in every way. Asking $39k. Can be seen 
as it is garaged at my home in Woodside. Contact 
Member Dick Gronet at (650) 529-1716 or 
dgronet@netzero.com.  

Don’t forget – 

www.abingdonroughriders.org 
Our web site – lots of pictures, newsletter in 

full colour, links to vendors, etc. 
 
DÉJÀ VU All over again 

 
 
Anybody remember the famous Laurel & Hardy Model 
T squished between a couple of streetcars?  Here’s an 
update, courtesy San Francisco Municipal Railway.  My 
father, a former motorman for same, would have been 
appalled!

http://picasaweb.google.com/ALLANJCHALMERS/BlueGreyTc?authkey=Gv1sRgCMTjuc6c3IH0Pg&feat=directlink
http://www.abingdonroughriders.org/


     

              

                      

 

 
 

ARR / TCMG Conclave 
October 2 – 3- 4       Cambria California 

At the Cambria Pines Lodge,  Scene of numerous past conclaves 
Make your reservations by calling Cambria Pines Lodge 

2905 Burton Drive, Cambria, CA 93428 
Room rates start at $127, Specify TC Club 

Toll Free (800) 445-6868 / Tel (805) 927-4200 / Fax (805) 927-4016 
E-mail Info@CambriaPinesLodge.com     www.cambriapineslodge.com  

 

2009 TCMG / ARR Conclave Dinner Reservation Form  
Please enter the quantity of each selection and mail this form along with payment no later than September 
20. 
Entree choices:   Cost      Qty. 
Vegetarian Ravioli Medley  $37   ________ 
Top Sirloin    $37   ________ 
Macadamia Crusted Halibut  $43   ________ 
Dinners include salad and dessert.  A no host bar is also provided.  Prices include tax, gratuity and room rental fee. 

         Dinner reservations and checks are due by September 20 th! 
Please send to Joyce Edgar, 1454 Chase Terrace, El Cajon, CA 92020 

 

 
 



     

              

THE 2009 BRISBANE MARINA BRITISH MEET  
 

Come join your British car friends in the San Francisco Bay Area for a smashing weekend at the Brisbane 
Marina for our 32nd Annual British Car Meet and Tour. 

 
    www.allcarcentral.com/thebritishcarnetwork.html  

 
                             ABSOLUTELY FREE 

 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12th   -  TOUR TO THE SEA 

 
Leave anytime between 8:30 and 10:30AM .  This tour takes you on some of the most beautiful roads in the 
area over to Cameron’s Pub in Half Moon Bay.  There are two optional routes.   One direct,  yet still quite 

scenic,  and the other,  a longer  more  challenging drive. 
 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13th   -   BRUNCH & CAR SHOW 
 

Starts at 8:30AM and goes on into the afternoon.  This will be a  no fee,  no frills,  no awards gathering of 
British car enthusiasts.  The Yacht Club will offer an optional brunch and the Brisbane Lions will have a BBQ 

lunch available all afternoon. 
 

HOTEL PACKAGE:   At the Radisson Hotel  in the Marina for   $89.00 per night on Friday or Saturday.  You 
must book your room by August 28th. For reservations contact: Carole Burton at Santa Cruz Travel 

Phone:  831-632-2323 Email: <carole@santacruztravel.com> 
 

DIRECTIONS:  The Brisbane Marina is located on Sierra Point, just east of the Bayshore Freeway (101) in 
Brisbane,  between San Francisco and the SF Airport.  Take the Brisbane/Sierra Point Exit and follow the 

signs to the Marina. 
 

INFORMATION:  310-392-6605  britishcarnetwork@gmail.com 
www.allcarcentral.com/thebritishcarnetwork.html  

                                   
 



     

             
 

The Hidden Water Passage  
(Text by Gene Gillam and John Seim, Photos by Gene Gillam) as related by John James of the MGCC T 
Register  
 

I’ve been plagued by my TC running hot ever since I restored it and, while going through the archives I found an 
email from David Edgar on the subject of overheating in which he said there was a big revelation about 10-15 
years ago concerning a 3/16" diameter passage drilled behind one of the freeze plugs. The hole is directed down 
and aft which allows the water to flow to the back of the block to increase cooling in that area. Apparently over 
the years the small hole plugs up and the water flow stops. John Seim mentioned in this same thread that later 
engines had this hole drilled in both core openings. The hole was either for cavitation purposes, or the factory 
found that one hole was not sufficient should it become plugged.  
 

I emailed John and asked if he could guide me in finding and opening these passages. He provided the following:  
Remove the two small core plugs on the carburetter side of the engine, in the raised casting area. There are three 
plugs above these two, in the block, and two below the raised area, in the block.  
The rear plug should have a 1/4" - 9/32" hole, in the back bottom portion of the casting, extending downward at 
45 degree angle. Use a punch, nail, or other probing device to locate this hole.  
 

In the top left photo you can just see (Ed’s Note: I don’t think you can, as I think I’ve lost some clarity when 
importing the photo) the outline of the hole near what appears to be the center of the freeze plug area. This is an 
illusion caused by the photograph – the actual hole is located in the bottom of the casting as can be seen by the 
photo where it has been drilled out to 9/32". The top right photo shows the hole after a small round file has been 
pushed through it to open it up.  
 

                 
 

         

 

                         



     

             
 

Once located you can then use a drill to clean out the hole. The photo shows the true location of the hole and how 
it looks when it’s been drilled out to 9/32".  
 
Duplicate this hole in the forward core plug. Angle the drill down 45 degrees. Don't worry about going too far, 
you will find it tough going until you pass into the inner block water jacket. Then you can stop.  
 
John also provided the following in regard to installing new freeze plugs and other hints to reduce overheating 
problems:  
 
Make sure that the seating surface for the core plug is flat. Use Permatex #1 or 1B, along with the core plug. I 
used two ball peen hammers. One, about the correct size of the core plug. The second, to hammer against the 
other hammer, held hard against the core plug. Do not over drive the center of the plug. I have since made a 
hammering piece, to hold against the core plug. This is slightly smaller than the seating area for the core plug. 
(NOTE: a 1 1/16" socket will also work).  
When all is done, you should be running at most 70° C. My car runs 142-156 degrees F, in Southern California. 
You also might want to look at the distributor. There is supposed to be a phenolic washer between the drive gear, 
and the housing. Total end play .006"-.009". Too much play, and the distributor retards as the engine revs. The 
gear moves up the cam gear, thus retarding the spark. You might want to remove the water pump, and run a coat 
hanger along the left side of the engine (side opposite the core plugs). You should be able to run a coat hanger 
through the water pump opening, all the way to the back of the block. This will clear a blockage that you can't get 
to otherwise. Hope this helps.  
Ed’s Note: My thanks to Gene and John for allowing me to reproduce this article.  
 
Totally T Type 
 
I would like to again urge you to join this online newsletter put out by John James in Britain.  It’s another labor of 
love and john does a great job of it.  The last issue (every other month) had this article, as well  as a 
comprehensive fuels write-up, an article on spring shackles by our own Doug Pelton, a very well written 
amusement by a recent TC restorer.  Go to http://www.tregister.org/index.php and you will find the newsletter 
under “Totally T Type”  You need to establish a logon, but there is no cost. 
 

        
Contact new member John Giordanengo for more info – 530 899 8712 or thermotwo@aol.com 

Entry fee for showing is $35 
 



     

             
 

 
 

TC Rear Axle Oil Leaks – 
Recommended Upgrade and Solution 
Recently I have had numerous requests for 
assistance in solving an age old problem with the 
TC.  This problem is the rear axle oil leak that 
causing the rear brakes to become soaked with oil.  
Symptoms are simple.  Braking becomes 
noticeably substandard or visible oil on the brake 
drums or backing plates.    There are a multitude of 
factors that may be the root cause for this.  
Therefore, it is important to review these factors to 
understand the best solution. 
 
First, the original method of keeping oil inside the 
axle housing was by using a bronze bushing 
(installed at each end of the axle housing) that the 
rear axle shaft spun inside of.  This bushing had 
grooves in it that were reverse to direction of 
rotation to send oil back to the inside of the axle 
housing.  If these bushing are worn out, simple 
replacement may not be the fix.  Their failure may 
be caused by a poor setup in the rear axle hub 
assembly. 
 
This problem was first identified by Mike Sherrell 
in “TC’s Forever”, pages 106 & 107.  Mike’s 
premise was that the key reason for failure was 
poor axle hub set-up.  A poor setup could allow 
the bearing to “float” within the bearing housing 
and thus causing the axle shaft to flex and 
accelerate the wear in the bronze bushing and 
ultimate oil leakage.  He advocated the need to 
check gap clearance between hub and bearing 
housing during assembly and to install “special 
shims” if necessary to secure the rear bearing.  
Mike was certainly on target with his analysis.  
However, there is now a 2nd generation of 
improvements available that can upgrade your rear 
axle setup and offer a long term solution. 
 
If you find you have a leak or are simply 
performing the recommended 10,000 mile 
lubrication of the rear hubs, it is suggested that you 
consider the following changes to upgrade your car 
and to correct or prevent this inevitable problem. 
 

· Oil slinger – Don’t waste your time or 
money replacing this item, as there is a 
better solution. 

· Replace the existing “tabbed or castle type 
headed” axle nuts with new “hex head” 
nuts that have a modern lip seal 
incorporated in them.  You will never have 
to use a cold chisel again to remove these 
nuts.  Instead you will use a 2” socket and 
torque wrench. 

· Replace the original bearings that require 
periodic greasing or repack, with modern 
sealed bearings.  If you read the “TC 
Brown Book”, pg 16, it cautions you to not 
over lubricate the bearing because of the 
possibility of surplus grease migrating to 
inside the brake drums.  Sealed bearings 
eliminate this problem and the need for 
future repacking. 

· Install a speedi sleeve on the axle against 
the back of the hub to cover any exposed 
splines.  This is to provide a new smooth 
surface for the new modern lip seal to ride 
on. 

· Install “special shims” (as recommended by 
Mike Sherrell) to ensure the rear hub 
assembly is set up correctly. 

Although, this is a short primer to highlight a 
problem and offer a solution, there is much more 
technical information needed if you find that you 
want to pursue this upgrade to your car.  This can 
be found at www.fromtheframeup.com and look 
under “Tech Tips” / CH108 Rear Axle Upgrade.  
There you will find a very detailed cook book style 
set of instructions on how to complete the 
conversion.  To make it even simpler, From The 
From Up has sourced all of the necessary items and 
has packaged a complete kit (item # CH108) to 
include: sealed bearings, hex nuts with modern 
seals, speedi sleeves, and specials shims.  It is not a 
complicated process.  With basics tools, the 
conversion kit and detailed instructions anyone 
should be able to complete this as a weekend 
event.  If you have any remaining questions, please 
contact me at Doug@FromTheFrameUp.com  



     

             
 

  
 
 

  
 

Directions to the Glenn Home: 
Follow Hwy. 101 North through Santa Rosa.  Exit at Fulton Road (one exit past River Road.)  Turn right at the end of ramp 
onto Fulton and stay right in order to turn right at the 4-way stop sign onto Airport Blvd.  Proceed on Airport straight across 
Old Redwood Hwy (traffic light), and then turn left onto Faught Road at 2-way stop sign.  Turn right onto Carriage Lane 
(just past the school).  Proceed on Carriage past stop sign at Firelight, then look for Montebello Drive gate on the left.  
If the gate is not open, stop at the Directory and press #04 which will call our phone and we can buzz you in.  Drive up 
the hill to 648 Montebello, the second driveway on the right.  Our gate will be open.  Drive down the driveway, make a 
U turn in front of the detached garage, and park nose to tail in a long line starting in front of the attached garage doors 
and continuing down the hill.  That should make the get away smoother.   
      If you are staying at the Hilton Garden Inn at 417 Aviation Blvd: 
Exit Hwy. 101 at the Airport Blvd. exit (next exit past Fulton Road.)  The ramp brings you around to head only West (right) 
onto Airport as it crosses  
over Hwy. 101.  Turn right at the first traffic light (Aviation Blvd.) and the hotel is on the right side of Aviation just past the 
theater complex.   
     To the Glenn's house from the hotel, turn left from the hotel parking lot onto Aviation Blvd.  At the traffic light, turn left 
onto Airport Blvd. and proceed straight on Airport across Fulton at stop sign, and through Old Redwood Hwy. at traffic 
light.  The next stop sign is Faught Road.  Turn left onto Faught Road.  Follow above instructions from the 5th sentence in 
the paragraph.      Drinks and appetizers await in the detached garage. 



     

             
 

 

 

���������	
���������	
���������	
���������	
� ���
����	
������
�������	
������
�������	
������
�������	
������
���

��������� ���
����������	
������	����������	
������	����������	
������	����������	
������	 ����
����	��������	�
�����	��������	�
�����	��������	�
�����	��������	�
�  

 

   

 
����	��� �!"#�����	��� �!"#�����	��� �!"#�����	��� �!"#���#$$%"��#$$%"��#$$%"��#$$%"�����&��&��&��&�

	"'����(�)"'"	"'����(�)"'"	"'����(�)"'"	"'����(�)"'"   

*��	���+*��	���+*��	���+*��	���+� ������

�
���	�,����

�
�������''����	�������#-$$��"�  ��.�����!����"�����

�
���	�,����

�
�������''����	�������#-$$��"� ��.�����!����"�����

�
���	�,����

�
�������''����	�������#-$$��"� ��.�����!����"�����

�
���	�,����

�
�������''����	�������#-$$��"� ��.�����!����"��
/�

���������/�

���������/�

���������/�

���������� ����0&�1��-2�0&�1��-2�0&�1��-2�0&�1��-2�����0	��������������������'���3��0	��������������������'���3��0	��������������������'���3��0	��������������������'���3�4 444�/�

�����"�/�

�����"�/�

�����"�/�

�����"  

/��5�6��78/��5�6��78/��5�6��78/��5�6��78  

�5�9��9� +�5�9��9� +�5�9��9� +�5�9��9� +� ���
�����	
+�����	
+�����	
+�����	
+��� ����������:��"$$�:��"$$�:��"$$�:��"$$����
�������+�������+�������+�������+� ����:#$"$$�:#$"$$�:#$"$$�:#$"$$����
0�����	
��)	��20�����	
��)	��20�����	
��)	��20�����	
��)	��2� ���
:($"$$��	���:($"$$��	���:($"$$��	���:($"$$��	���	�����)	�,��
�	�����)	�,��
�	�����)	�,��
�	�����)	�,��
�
�)	���)	���)	���)	�� �  

�
� 

 

*�5�9 �+*�5�9 �+*�5�9 �+*�5�9 �+� ���
�
������*��
��
�0	�������
������*��
��
�0	�������
������*��
��
�0	�������
������*��
��
�0	������
������2+������2+������2+������2+����
/�

�������	�������	���	
���	���/�

�������	�������	���	
���	���/�

�������	�������	���	
���	���/�

�������	�������	���	
���	���
3��!"3��!"3��!"3��!"� ���
#&$(��"� ��.�����!�"��#&$(��"� ��.�����!�"��#&$(��"� ��.�����!�"��#&$(��"� ��.�����!�"��
/�

�����/�

�����/�

�����/�

������ ���
&(;&(;&(;&(;4444&�%&�%&�%&�%4444&%$$&%$$&%$$&%$$����
/�<+�&(;/�<+�&(;/�<+�&(;/�<+�&(;4444&�%&�%&�%&�%4444$#%%$#%%$#%%$#%% 

*	�
����3"�"��

�����	��������	�
�*	�
����3"�"��

�����	��������	�
�*	�
����3"�"��

�����	��������	�
�*	�
����3"�"��

�����	��������	�
�  

      

5���������+5���������+5���������+5���������+� ���� �	��1(=�&��������	�
�"� �	��1(=�&��������	�
�"� �	��1(=�&��������	�
�"� �	��1(=�&��������	�
�"� ��������� ��.�����!��������������&�����.	�"������ ��.�����!��������������&�����.	�"������ ��.�����!��������������&�����.	�"������ ��.�����!��������������&�����.	�"� ����8�	���8�	���8�	���8�	��
.���".���".���".���"� ����7����
���������*	�
������5��!�"�7����
���������*	�
������5��!�"�7����
���������*	�
������5��!�"�7����
���������*	�
������5��!�"  

  /���'���������'	����+/���'���������'	����+/���'���������'	����+/���'���������'	����+    

>�������'>�������'>�������'>�������'   6����������	�6����������	�6����������	�6����������	�  

1;11;11;11;14444&%-&%-&%-&%-4444�-1&�-1&�-1&�-1&   &(;&(;&(;&(;444411%11%11%11%4444&#%(&#%(&#%(&#%( 

,��
��,��
��,��
��,��
���'?�	���
��,"����'?�	���
��,"����'?�	���
��,"����'?�	���
��,"���   ���"�������	�?'��	��,���)"��'���"�������	�?'��	��,���)"��'���"�������	�?'��	��,���)"��'���"�������	�?'��	��,���)"��'  

   

 
 

 
 


