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Sunday, February 21
Visit the arcane shop of our newest member

Chris Bonk – another warehome!
Come by about 1 pm for a tour and a glass of warm liquid.

Map attached
Please call or email yr editor at the above address with your

RSVP

Oh yes – don’t forget – dues are due - $25 cheap to yr
treasurer  - some of y’all are still hanging out there

with my self-addressed envelope

This newsletter is a tad late because of a new computer and
printer, the latter’s output you can readily see if you are

receiving this by snail mail.

 



Coming Events

Sunday, February 21 –
Shop tour – see front page

Sunday March 28 –
Mt Tam Hike – an event for people who walk occasionally.  This is a great time to be on the

mountain.

April –
 Mt Hamilton run with the MG Owners Club – date to be decided by the MGOC

May 7/8/9 –
Gold Country tour, otherwise known as the “Ed Pohle”

June 12th –
Tour around Mt Diablo with Syd & Judy Saperstein in charge

July 12 – 16 GoF in Big Bear CA –
 application has been in the last two newsletters or is on the web site

August 1 – Capitola run –
 this is another version of the Sausage Run – more later

September  Bolinas –
 Susan Frank will welcome us, at a date to be decided, to “The Barn”

October 1/2/3 –
Conclave – The Narrow Gauge Inn on Hwy 41 above Oakhurst and four miles from the

Mariposa gate to Yosemite

November –
As yet to be determined

December –
Holiday Party at the Swackhamer’s in San Jose – more to come

17th annual MGs by the Bay The MG Owners Club announces the 17th annual MGs by the Bay British sports car show held
in the beautiful San Ramon Valley. We are expecting 100+ classic and vintage MG sports cars to attend this event. These are
the quirky and beautiful stylish roadsters and coupes that made British cars famous. It will be on May 8, 10 am at the
Danville Livery shopping center located at Highway 680 and Sycamore Valley Rd. It is being
sponsored by The Paddock automotive accessories store. Entry applications will be in a future Review.

This is a great family event with lots to see and enjoy in a tree lined shopping center with fun shops and restaurants.
These cars represent great heritage, history, and are beautiful to see and enjoy. Entrance is free to spectators. The
show is open to all MG car owners. Participants will find registration information and forms at the MGOC website
at www.MGOC.org. For questions and more information call the event coordinator Craig Kuenzinger at (925) 234-
3313 or email him at mrcraigk@aol.com.



Annual Meeting

A nice turnout at the Warehome.

The serious business of the Ancient and Honored
order of ARR was again conducted, officers were
elected, liquid and solids consumed and a slate of
events hammered out.  Those assembled were:  Host
Terry Sanders minus hostess Cindy - taking the sun in
Florida -  Chalmers, Storms, Swacks, Stobbes,
Sapersteins, Stehrs, Taylors,  Bill Traill, Jim Hill, plus
new members Howard Shemmp and Chris Bonk, with
friend Emi Takahara.  More on these folks later.

Elections were dispensed with in short order.  John
Taylor was more than happy to turn over the
presidency to Terry, who has held the position a few
times, enough to have acquired a presidential
chapeau!

Leading us into the future!

Other elected official include Jeff Stobbe, vice
president, Rick Storms Webmaster-for-life, Bill Traill,
Eminence Gris, also for life and it would seem your
humble editor/secretary/treasurer.  Linda Chalmers
was not elected activities director, but she got the job
anyway and has already been scouting Conclave
spots.

Events were scheduled as on the previous page.
Some dates need to be set up.

New Members

A banner month, four new memberships:

Jim Wehrly
10049 Oakleaf Pl.
Cupertino, CA 95014

Jim recently bought a ’47 TC.  Look forward to
meeting you Jim.

Mark & Jan Rodriguez
5245 McKeown Ponderosa Way
Foresthill, CA 95631
(530) 367 3122
janandmark@gmail.com

Mark recently became the owner of member George &
Martha Miller’s TC.  Mark, if you recall from the
December newsletter, is doing some refurbishing of Don
Wasserman’s TC, now his daughter Diana Joye’s car.
Mark also has a gaggle of other cars.

Howard & Caroline Shemmp
2110 St. Elias Pl.
Davis, CA 95616
(530) 758 9713
hshemmp@gmail.com

Howard also gave me numbers for his TC  #6424 and
XPAG #7090.  A great idea – let me know your numbers
to add to the database.

Howard acquired his car from his dad and, although a
running car, he is doing some work on it to make it even
better.

Last but not least is:

Chris Bonk
1067 Revere St.



San Francisco, CA 94124
Bonk@juicybite.com

We have immediately assigned him the February event
– how’s that for assimilation?  Chris lives in a
community of shops on the edge of the old Hunters
Point Shipyard, where I toiled for several years.  He
has his dad’s TC, hauled from Connecticut a couple
of years ago.

 The car had sat since 1968, so is in need of some
“fettling”, to say the least. We can give him advice
next month.

Chris drove his “Special” to the annual meeting,
accompanied by girl friend Emi Takahara, who was
suitably clothed for the frigid ride.

The car, the “Snyder Special”, was built in the early
fifties from a ’49 Mercury frame and had an Olds V8,
waiting to be reinstalled.  Chris is a regular on the
California Melee.  Oh yes, the name is “Jezzabelle"

Further Singer adventures

Don Wasserman’s 1935 Singer LeMans has finally landed
in Claremont, CA with its new owner.  Bob Anderson,
Norman Tuck and I loaded it into a car hauler a few weeks
ago.  Here I was again in the driver’s seat of a car with
dubious, or no, brakes guiding it into the back of the truck,
with assistance from the latter two.  It did have a
semblance of a parking brake and it was steerable.  It is,
perhaps, one of five extant.  It’s a wooden car, wrapped in
aluminium, 18” wheels and rather cramped inside.
Reminds me of the car at the circus disgorging multitudes
of clowns.

The two other MGs, C Replica and rebodied NA are
still available.

Comment from Ed Garbutt

Ed sent me a stinging rebuke regarding the “ARR
/MGTC “ belt you saw me wearing at the holiday
party and pictured in the January newsletter.  “For
C****** Sakes, Chalmers,  that’s a KIDNEY belt
and you are wearing it backwards!”.

Bob Moore

Bob is undergoing serious health problems and I’m
sure he would love to hear from folks.  You can send
a card to:

130 Glenwood Court
Vacaville, CA 95688

Meanwhile, there will be some sorting of his project
car as soon as the weather clears a bit.  We might
bring it to the warehome to do some fettling.

New Address for Tom Thaanum



Tom has uprooted himself and is now at:

537 Boone Drive
Vacaville, CA 95687

A new membership roster will show up in the March
newsletter – hurry and get your dues in, if you haven’t
already.

Al Moss Puzzler

You will note a little test of your ability to match
words and phrases, automotively Sent me by Al Moss
recently.  The words to be filled in are below.  Al
wanted me to intersperse them in the newsletter, but
that would require me using excessive brain-power:

ANTI-FREEZE CRANK
BEARING GEAR
HORN PAWL
TUBE TOP
TOE-IN CLUTCH
DASH HOOD
HANDLE GRILLE
SPRINGS SCREW
WIPER WIRE
COIL TIRE
FENDER TACH
OIL SPARE
SPOKE NUT

Miscellaneous

Leafing through an August 1984 copy of Abingdon
Classics ( I have a large horde of old magazines and
other treasures), I came across an article by one of
our very own, Bob Kaiser.  I add it to this issue.

Tools

Don Wasserman’s daughter Diana has given me
permission to take tools from his collection that
would be useful to our eternal fiddling with the TC –
and others.

I have accepted them as club assets and they are
available for loan to members- I will put them on the
web site eventually.  Here is one to used for
frame/body straightening:



And now for the rest of the Story of Magnette NA 0613:

When I first laid eyes on the “car” the frame and body tub was nicely ensconced in the hay of Don Martine’s barn:

I was astonished at how little rust or rot existed in the components.  I thought, this car must have been in California
or at least the USA for most of its life. Then when the restoration was about half finished (the 6 year mark!), Ron
Simon in Los Angeles provided a clue that an NA was in the Hollywood movie “Bulldog Drummond in Africa”.
The movie was on DVD and available from NetFlix.  Sure enough, there were enough clues in that movie that I was
sure it was my NA0613.  I wrote about this in a previous NAMMM bulletin. So there it was in Hollywood circa
1938.

I told my friend Brian Kelly this story and he has a friend, Gerry Marsden, who lives in Rochdale where NA0613
was first sold by the Rochdale Motor Garage. The agents were Cockshoots.  Fortunately Gerry and Brian became
engrossed in helping me trace the original owners, the Stewart Kay-Menzies family.  Gerry and Brian found the
building where the Motor Garage was, now an Indian food store, and through happenstance, Gerry made contact
with a cousin of Kay-Menzies’ daughter.  It turns out that said cousin, Jill Longbottom, has a husband who is an
enthusiast of the more modern MGs.  They live just down the street from Rivers Fletcher!  Jill contacted said cousin
and she kindly produced a photograph of  Mr. Kay-Menzies sitting in the driver’s seat of Magnette NA0613 in
Beverly Hills, CA 1935.  The front plate on the car clearly shows the registration number DK9748 with what
appears to be a New York license plate fastened above the original plate. Apparently Stewart favored our Cadillacs
and not MGs and I surmise that the Magnette went off to the Studios in 1937.

From research at Ancestrey.com and the Los Angeles times, we know that the Kay-Menzies moved to Los Angeles
in early 1935 taking up residency and participating in many British-American club functions.  There are many
records of trips back and forth to England on steamships in the late 30’s.  The aforementioned daughter was born in
L.A. in 1937 and the nanny who traveled with them was coincidentally named Saunders!  The family went back to
England in 1940 and Stewart, a fluent French speaker went into the army. After a brief return to L.A. after the war,
they returned to England permanently.

So, a big Thank You for last year’s Christmas present to Brian and Gerry.   As you know from my previous
rantings, it took me 12 years to finally finish the car and here it is in all its glory!!

 Terry Sanders
Oakland, CA

12/31/09

Exactly 75 years to the day that NA0613
left the factory.



From Al Moss, taken from the Sedona January, 2010 Tire Tracks



 “THE VOICE OF THE SEDONA CAR CLUB—PUTTING DEAD TREES  TO GOOD USE”

See elsewhere for the words to pop in!  Don’t worry about prizes cuz the Tire Trackers won them all by now!



The Conclave planning is afoot!

Our interim (probably for a year!) Activities Director, Linda, has come up with the Narrow Gauge Inn, a few
miles further up Hwy 41 from Oakhurst. It looks like a winner - rooms are 4 @ $120, 7@ 140 and 13 @150. We
can have the whole joint. Not available on the second weekend we chose, but it is on the first weekend in October -
1,2,3. The Mariposa gate is four miles up the hill.

Folks writing reviews thought the food especially good. The Inn also
supplies a continental breakfast with the room. Check the website
www.narrowgaugeinn.com

The Narrow Gauge railway is next door and they have a four mile
run that folks could opt to do.

This is apparently the site of choice and there will be more info
coming your way.  Reservations will be made through your humble
scribe and associate, so don’t send off any checks yet.




