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January 2010                                                                 Vol.  LII(52) no. 1 
President -     John Taylor -          
  
Vice President & Webmaster-   Rick Storms -       
      
Activities Director       Sue Swackhamer -  
           
Secty/Treas/Newsletter Editor-     Allan Chalmers -   
           

Eminence Gris         Bill Traill  

Web site www.abingdonroughriders.org 
 
 

 

Annual Meeting  
Sunday January 10 

At the Warehome again where else? 
About 1:30 

Bring something to drink and a munchie or two if possible 
Prepare to lead the ARR into the 10s – we will be electing 

officers and planning events for the year.  Come along with 
some good ideas. 

RSVP to Terry or Allan 
415 566 0706 or 510 469 6531  allanchalmers@yahoo.com or taterry@aol.com 

 
 

Oh yes – don’t forget – dues are due - $25 cheap to 
yr treasurer   

To those who are on the web list not to worry – you 
are getting a print copy because I am sending you an 

envelope for dues – hint, hint, hint  

 

http://www.abingdonroughriders.org/
mailto:allanchalmers@yahoo.com
mailto:taterry@aol.com


     

              

Coming Events 
 
 

 
Annual Meeting – The Warehome in Oakland Jan 10  rsvp taterry@aol.com or 510 469 6531 
 

Holiday Party  
Not too many venues for the party can match the 
Taylor’s 19th century Victorian in Healdsburg, or 
Liz’s decorating talent (I assume that John is only 
a bystander in this business). 
 
We had about 22 to brunch, with Storms heart 
stopping egg nog, along with wine, mimosas, etc. 

 
 
One TC showed up, on a rather frigid day, that of 
Dick and Rochelle Nyquist from Sonoma.   This 
was the TC from Hawaii for sale at GoF.  

 
Of course the Taylor carrosserie was there: TC, 
Lucas Traction Avant and Ford Model AA dump 
truck (fully functioning). 
 

Folks came a long way:  Johnsons from Paradise, 
Swacks & Marcottes from San Jose, as well as 
others Alamo, Livermore, etc 
 
A while back, Ed Garbutt asked me to look for one 
of his and Joyce’s creations 
at Wasserman’s.  This was 
a belt that they had spent 
quite an effort creating for 
a long ago holiday party 
present exchange (The 
Garbutt presents were real 
treasures, along with, 
usually, a lengthy tongue-
in-cheek description of the 
use of same).  Don had 
won this sort-of-a- 
championship belt and Ed 
wanted it back.  I finally 
came across it and told him 
I would send it after the 
party.  The written description has been lost 
unfortunately. 
 
More photos of the party on the web site. 

    

mailto:taterry@aol.com


     

             
 

 
For the Meeting 
 
Keep in mind we need to elect officers and plan 
some events for the year.  We are in charge of 
hosting the Conclave, so we will be looking for 
ideas of locale.   
 
Think about some new ideas for monthly events . 
 
Passages 
 
Last month I mentioned that Mark Rodriguez was 
looking for a TC.   He is working over Don 
Wasserman’s TC, now daughter Diana’s. 
 
 George & Martha Miller, long time members, 
were reluctantly parting with theirs, so a deal was 
done.  The car has been sitting for several years 
and will soon spring back to life!  Don’t forget to 
join up Mark! 
 
Bob Lutz on the move again 
 
Former member Bob Lutz, 77, can’t stop from 
playing with cars!  No sooner does he hire back on 
than the new CEO moves him.  Let’s hope he can 
keep helping our limping auto industry. 
 

 
 
For the benefit of newer members –  
Bob was a grad student at Berkeley when he joined 
the ARR.  He was a full time student, a father of 
two and managed to restore his TC in 18 months.  
He was the first to put in foot wells in the back 
storage area so his girls could ride along. 
 

He went from UC to General Motors and started 
out in New York and from there to Switzerland 
(he grew up in the US and Switzerland), to 
Germany, to France, to England, with GM, Ford, 
BMW.  Bob speaks German, French and English 
fluently and was a great asset to these companies. 
 
He owned a TC, a Tickford TA and a WA but I 
don’t think he has any MGs now, but he has a 
garage full of other collector cars. 
   
TC Motoring Guild Holiday Party   
 
Linda and I attended this event as usual – I’ve been 
a member for almost as long as the ARR – and as 
usual, the highlight was the Auction.  
 
 Auctioneer, Art Ludwick gets better each time. 
 

 
 
Items for sale 
 
Keep in mind that you can list cars and parts for 
sale on our web site.  I will be adding a number of 
items and I encourage other members and friends 
to do so too.



     

             
 

to the Warehome 
 

 
  

  



     

             
 

GoF WEST 2010 
Registration Form 
Big Bear Lake, California 
July 12-16, 2010 
Registration Fee: 
$55 US before April1, 2010 
$65 US after April 1, 2010 
In Spirit $25 
Cancellations after April 1 will revert to In-Spirit 
Registration, with the balance refunded 
 
 
Names—as you want them on your name tag and in the booklet: 
Last Name:__________________________ First Name:_______________________ 
Co-driver:__________________________ First Name:_______________________ 
Children under 12 who will be attending:____________________________________ 
Address:__________________________________________ 
City:_____________________________ State:_____ Zip Code:____________ 
Country:_________________________ Phone:_______________________ 
Email:_______________________________ First GoF WEST?: yes____ no____ 
Primary Club Affiliation:_____________________________________ 
Car: Year: ____ Model: ___ __Color: ____ ___ License Number: ______ 
__________ 
Method of Payment: Cash ____ Check____ VISA_____ Master Card ____ 
Name on card:___________________ Number:_______ _______ _______ _______ 
Expiration Date: _____________  
 
Hotel Information: 
North Woods Resort 
P.O. Box 2943 40650 Village Drive 
Big Bear Lake, CA 92315 
Phone: (800) 866-3121 Fax: (909) 866-1451 
Single/Double: $124 Triple: $134 Jr suite: $174 
Plus applicable taxes and fees 
Please refer to GoF WEST 2010 to get these rates 
 
Send form to: 
Pete & Fran Thelander 
5492 Yale Av 
Westminster, CA 92683 
714 892-0703 
gofwest2010@earthlink.net 
 



     

             
 

 
 



     

             
 

 
 

 
 
 
If I find the next issue I will continue this.  Note the young chaps – Al and Chris Nowlan – you know, the one 
with the hair.  Too bad the picture isn’t in color cuz Chris has red hair.  Well, had red hair. 
 
 
 
And you thought the British auto industry was moribund 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



     

             
 

TC Oil Caps – More Originality 
 
When I first saw TC7670, it was obvious I would have to find the proper oil filler cap.  Instead of the cap, I 
had a “menagerie” of galvanized pipe and fittings to form a filler neck.  On a positive note, it was original in 
every sense of the word and typical of its 1960’s restoration.   After some time I was fortunate to locate an 
original brass cap, in excellent condition, to include the chain.  But where did the chain attach to?  Before I 
answer that question let’s review the transition of proper filler caps for the TC. 
 
The filler caps for TC-TF were essentially the same except for the covers.  The cap was manufactured by 
Enots and had a chrome button cap.  You have to pull hard to get it to release and press the button to lock.  
There was a short break from using this cap during TC production from Engine # XPAG 2019 to 2966.  
These engines had the aluminum alloy cover with the flip top MG crested filler cap.  Otherwise, the 
progression of different oil caps seems to be as follows: 
 

1. Early TC:  Chromed valve cover, MG Crested valve  cover nuts, plain  chrome filler 
cap, no lettering. 

 
2. Early TC:  XPAG 2019 - 2966, Cast aluminum coffi n cover with flip top  oil filler cap. 
 
3. Early TC / Post XPAG 2966: Painted valve cover.  Filler cap: brass filler cap 

w/wording: "USE N.O.L. ENGINE OIL" 
 
4. Late TC:  Aluminum  filler cap wording: "USE N.O.L. ENGINE OIL"  
 
5. Later TC:  Aluminum  filler cap, wording: "CLEAN OIL ESSENTIAL - SEE MANUAL". 

 
6. It was not until the TD when the chain appeared to fasten the cap to the side of the 

valve cover.  The later T-series cars saw the follo wing filler caps 
 

7. TD:  Aluminum  filler cap, wording: "CLEAN OIL ESSENTIAL - SEE MANUAL" with chain.   
 
8. TF: Both Brass or Nickel plated steel caps (2 versions), wording "ESSO, STE RNOIL, 

ENERGOL, FILTRATE, SHELL, MOBIL OIL, N.O.L. CASTROL" with chain. 
 
Because needed parts tend to migrate across the dif ferent T series models, it has become 
confusing as they all fit each other valve covers.  However, there is no anchor point for 
the TC.   
As a matter of economy for vendors, the TF oil cap with chain is commonly offered as a 
replacement by suppliers for other T-series caps.  However, it is not proper for the TC.  I 
have yet to find a source for the TC filler caps.  If anyone knows let me know or if you 
have an oil cap excess to your needs I would appreci ate that in order to help others.  As 
always, this information is not absolute and I woul d request comment.     
 
��������	�
�
doug@fromtheframeup.com  

 
 
 
 



     

             
 

 

   
 

   
 

   
 
As always, I am indebted to Doug for his very thoroughly researched articles.  Don’t forget to check 
his web site, above, for great information and an incredible array of parts for our cars.  


